. GENESIS, 5 24..

.And ‘Enoch walbgd with. Ci’od, ‘and be .was . got, for:
God  tool bim. v

CHAP. 1
‘Text Opened. ;.

6’ ‘ﬁn this. Chapter.we have the; G‘eneol
b from Adam to Noab:and ic’s obfervab) e, ,
Ihat God paffechall along.and. faich,

: f . k;dafrer wards they.ghved and ;
onsa daughtcrs and chen died. 2

”Q ’, Q only mentions them brieflytill he comet

to Enoch, andthere God Jeems tomakeaflop : He doth -

3: l :” Adam he lived. fo :long and.begac- Mms, ,

“mY““YWMWlongmnvd, and begat fons _.and :

daugheets, .,
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danghterc “and died ; bur he addeth, Enoch walied mith
God. The holy Ghoft Ipe')% three verfes upon Enoch,He
- tells you how long he lived and begat Metbufelab, and E-
- nochwalked with God. And in the 23. verfe there he {peaks
of him again; and in the 24. Enoch walked wich God
again. Asifthe Lord thould fay, Oh my fervant Enoch I
muft not pafsby him, he wis apjemugent holy man In his

eueratipn, Imuft not pafs by hup wichour fome efpecial
eﬂ'mogf God [hduld fay, Oh he ‘was the delighe
df-ty Sowl, hé walkéd wuh me : Endeh walked wich

God. PR

Enoc’, saProphe!m hxs tirve, he fed much i
with G God revealed much of his mmi to him: -
We ﬁnﬂprﬂle of Fud# 14. ther€’the boly Ghoft

mentions him again, Enoch alfo, the feventh from Adam, pro-
pbeﬁed of thefe, [aying; &c. Encch prophefied, he wasa Pro-
Wheré do we find Enoch’s propnefie nall cthe Eook
o[’ (:od ? wehavethe prophehe of. lfdlllb,, and of Feremiab,
and other Prophets 37 Buit where’s thé Prophefie of Enoch?
Here che holy Ghoft faich, That ‘Enorh mgheﬁ ,,laymg,
Bebold the Lord cometh doithiten thoufindof bis Sajans &e.
Now tor the propheﬁe that is here menuoned by ihé holy
'Ghoft, inthis Epiitleof Fude, we haveit not fet down in
© wouds tuﬂy ,but yet we have fTomwhat fec down even in a ver;
" or two betore my Text, of ’gropheue, and thatis in
therery mmeofhrs'on *Meib: #? ah, therets thar very pro-
phefie of ‘Lnochhat thg ho le plijipsaks of nthe Epiftle:
of Fude, in the name (i fay) his fon “Metbufelab, for M-
tbufe!ahhgmhsth th?s much, Le dml;, aid, ;hep the 1end-.
irg &UF; ‘thar 13 t‘hq tload,. he dieth ‘ard thgngomes” the

fioud; (hacsrh; niﬁc oh of the Hamme wbuﬁ-zabz
hat " Enok e 1'* ‘hud % yeaf‘i bqtor!
ﬂb‘(ﬂt ottt “‘ dh:{‘ é (a eh mﬁ,t gd fuft
ﬂiré‘ .uﬁ*r w'?c%‘ ’éo xmes,gwae.bu@

hi%’ t:ihn v.xrh‘men iy a -cings 'Ivhae“t
a’om‘ ngtj"d 1en 't.’)rdxﬁ ‘rf‘ rd& 0 ail vi)cked an

'due 4
iIh 0} l;lh S é r“é l ~J d ‘11» uhn \qe'ﬁb({‘ i ( Cd
eoulanub .
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the fending forch of the Houd, for che floud did come in
the very laft yeer of Metbufelgh ,and chat’s obfervab.e thac
this ‘Methafelab he livd longer thanever any man liv’d [ince

the wourld began, Ak ibe daies of Meceufelah were nine bud-
dred and fixty nine yeers,and iben be died. Now thismay

be one reafon of the lengthining out of his life, that he mighe
fulfil the prophifie of Erioch, for Enoch prophified that the
floud fhould come when he died, now.becaule God had
work to bring about,and to defer the tloud tora while after,
therefore ‘Metbufelab muft live fo loug. . : ,

God doth 'lengrhen‘our, or fhorten mens lives accordit

to the work he hach todo, according to che ufehe hachto .
‘maks of chem. Buc thus much for Enoch : - The pérfon

who it was. e )
' Enoch Walked with God.

. Now this phrafe of walking with God, {ometimes icfigs
nifies {ome ipecial mmiftration before the Load;:as inthe
- 1 Sam-2.30 35.Wherefore the lord god of Ifraelfaith, 1 fuid
indeed, That thy boufe andthbe boufe of -thy father fhould
walk before me for ever. Andthen inthe 35. [willzaifeme
up afuaithful Prieft that fhall do according to thar pebichis
ininy beart,and 11 my mind and Lvoil build him a fure boufe
_ and be fball W A LK before mine anointed for ever : “That
is, for afpecialand holy miniftration, {o it’s taken. fome~
Bmes. S . S L N 3¢ SORE
But here we areto- underfiand ie more largly.: (:though
it’s ctue, Enoch wasa Prophet and he might befaid to watk
with God i1 regard of the{pecial miniftration of his Pro-
‘pheticall Office chat he had; Yfor walhing with'God, in
waies of righteoufnefs and holitefs : fo walking withy God,
as it’s faid of N ab, that was hisgreat grand-child, inthe
. 6. of Gen. 2. Thefearetbegenerations of Noah, Noah was -
& juft man and perfelk in bss generation, and Noah walked
sith God. This his greatgrand-child (noqueftion hearing
of his fathers walking with God was a great argument for
re move him to the like, and his wallsing wich God is d:f;
' orthe

R SR
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" cribed coben beir.g nighceous, at.d'in being perfect wich
God. . The 70. in chewr trapflation tuns this chac yow
have in your books wallubir;;%od, by the word, be pleafed

" Gody, Aundthat’s oblervable thac theholy Gheft in men-
cioning Enoch in the new Teftament, doth follew the tran-
flacicn of the Sepruagentin the 11. of the Heb. there ycu
ghall find chat Enoch is mentioned among the Cacalogue of
the Beleevers there : By faith Enoch was tranflaied that be

frould not fee death, and was not found, becaufe Gedbad -

tranflated bim : for before his tranflotion he had chis cefti-

mony, thathe pleafed God. That word that you have here

in Genefis rendered be walked with God in the Hebruer it is

that he had chis tefhumony, That bee pleafed God : 8 indced
~ it comes coone, he walked in thie waies that God was pleafed
- dnd delighted in. '

‘Hepleafed God.] The Calde tranflatesic, l.be walkedin

¢be fear of God 3 and fo fome Ingerpreters quoting the Fern-
falem Tbargum, be ferved or kabored in thqeut:tut'h before the
Locd : aud chac’s one thing furcher in theexplication that it®s
faid, he walked with God after he begat ‘Merhufelab. Some
now think thatEnoch was a wicked man before the time
that he begas ‘Metbufelab, i that fixgy and five yeers chere’s
1o mention of his walking wich God, but Enoch lived fix~-
ty five years and begac ‘Methufelay, and he walked wich
God after he begac Mesbufelab: buc thar’s no fufficient

ound tocanclude, becaufeic’s{aid affter : thache did net

oce 3 it might rather be tonoce the conftancy of his wal-
king with God, that be continued in the conftant courfe-af
his life in his walking withGod. Ifhall need to {peak no
furcher of the explication of thisfitft partof Enoch’s wale
king with Gode  The poine: of Do rine from it is this,

' GHAP.

R
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CHAP. IL

F be DoBrines raifed from the Text, and the Treatife di~
wded into feveral parts. - -

‘I'Ha: %159 the great excellency and commendation of a
- R Godlyman,towallwith God : Or,That *tés the bigh-
eft teftimony that can be given of a mantbasbe walks with
. God. ‘Walking with Godsa high excellency, and whoever,
hath this teftimony, hath the higheft reftimony that can be
ziven unto a man in ¢ his world, that he walks with God. And
therefore that’s obfervable, that God mentions him twice, as
if heloved to mention his poor creatures walking with him ;|
at che 22.ver(e, And Enoch walked with God. Acd then
- inche 24.verfe, And Enoch walked with God. Oh as if
“God fhould fay, This is that which is che delight of my foul
indeed. Yea, and that’s obtervable in the Teftimony of
Noab, in Gen.6. 9. perhaps inthe reading of it you may not.
obferve that which I fhal obferve unzo you now, Noab (faich
he) was a juft man, and-perfett in bis Generations,and No-,
ahwalkedwith God. ~ Hedoth not 1ay thus, Noabh was a
juft man,and walked with God : But mark,he repeats Noab
twice, Noab was a juft man, and perfed in his generations,
and Noab walked with God : as if he fhould fay, This is
the bleffed man that lived in a wicked generation, and |
though that generation was finful and wicked, yet he kepe
clofe withGod ; Noah was juftand perfect,and Noabh wal-
ked with God ; Oh I take delighc in this Noab : Confider.
my Servant Noab, Noah was thus, and Noab walked wich
" God. There’s agreat Emphafis in doubling of his name,
" and there can be no teafon givenofic, for the fenfe would
-be perfect wichouric : asit he fhould fay, Noab wasa juft
niar, and perfect in-his generation, and walked with God:
But for the putting of a {pecial incomium upon Nogb, Oh !
o Dd Noak
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-

T Noéb was a juft man and perfed in bis generations, and

Noahw. with God. Oh! ’cisthe excellency of a man
towalk with God, and for God himfelf to own a manand
to fay, thac he walks wichhim: Men may livein a pra-
&ice of the ducies of Refigion, Excernal ducies,and go ve-
ry far thac way, and yec be firangers unto God, never
krow what it'is to walk wich Godj they may have
-waies of their own in which their hears do walk; as
the ftars that have a morion turn about by the primum
Mobile, the firft mover, one way, but they havea fecree
motion the other way themfelves : andfo, chough many.
in their external profeffion feem to be moved one way, bue
fecrecly their hearts move another way, they do not walk
with all chat while, they did pray and reade, and
hear, and come to fermons and make great profeffion, fo..
as men might chink they walked with God, but it was ot

"fo. Asitiswicthathip, {oumay be bound to fucha

and the fhip and the fails blow that way,end yet when the
thip goes eaft, a man may walk up and down in the fhi
wéls-ward: foin profeffion, a man feems co be carrid -
caft-ward, yet his privare walks may be another way,
his own ends, to his own defignss buc here’s the honaur of

‘aman when God himtelf fhall own him, as if God thould
'fay eoncerning ‘Enoch, 1 whoama God chat am the Seesand

Scarcher of all menshearts, and I'ablerve the waies of my
fervaat Enech,and I fee him 2ot only in the outward pm-

felfion of godlynefs, butin the fecret of hié foul he walls

with me, he hath no by-walksacall, buc he keeps him-

felf clofe with me and walks with me contioually ; Enods

walked with God. ) ' T

This phrafe, Walki w&bGod,Wthavc%’. iD-.
~ @we in divers ocbcroéﬁ‘ala that are to che uipole:

as waking before G

 Iwalk, faith Abrabam ; and fo God bad br

» Gen. 24. 40.Tve Loyd lﬁ‘mm
am, .

before ‘Me, and be upright. And{fo’intbe 116. P 1:}
wil walkbeforethe Lord in the Land of the Living.

ber bow 1 barve walked before thee, it’s Gaid of Hegekiab.
L B ' P ) ' “
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Of Walking with Gods asy
And fomtimes the fame thing i9 exprefled by walking afcer-

_ gheLord; in the 13.0f Desdt. 4 Ye fhall walk after sbe -
Lord. Asachild walking afcer his father, chough he walls

" flepafter ftep, yet bgmayhﬁid ta walk with him.  And
_fomeimes by walki gin‘theNamveoftthord, ‘Micab, 4.5.
We willeaskin the Name of the Lord our God. And then

, fouxthly, by walkingintbe Spird of God, Gal.5. 16, and |

 Rere, walking with God. ) S o

alking After God. -
Walking in the Name of Gods
Walking in the Spirit of God.  Or, : I
Walkiitng withGod Theyall cometo the fame pug-
Bu‘ﬁ!o,: the opening of the Poinc, there.are thefe Four
“Things thac Lincend inthe bandling of it, 7

. Fisth, What it ie towalkwith God, o to defiribe the

mwork of God in h-btgirtg the Soul to walk with -
bim , and the way of 1% Soul in walking with

. Gode . L .
- Secondly, To fbew you the excellency that sbere i in this
‘walking with God 3 whas a bleffed thing i # for a
. Ch’ijﬁanto.walkmitb(iod., : -
Thirdly, Give you forse Eridences of amans walking
withGod. - R
- Rourthly, To giveunto yo# fome Rules bow you may
- cometo walk with God, to bawve your lives [0 as yox
may bawe tbis teflinony even from God bimfelf, that

_youdowa!x,witb.bim.; -
“Fhefeare the four Things.. .
" FoctheFict: The Defiription of walking with God,
the Work of God 1n bringinﬁ“t:cg Soul to walk withhim,
and tbe way of the Soul in walkingwith God- - ©
e T TR ] ve - o ‘.—‘.’—n
’ ‘.lii. e : 4 D’d Q o Y c;{Afo

S
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CHAP. 111, |

" How the Soul is brought to walk with God, Difcovered-
' 1» Six Particulars. :

Ictt, Every one by nature goes affray fromGod : In the
58.%Ffab. 3. it is faid ot al the wicked, that they are
efiranged from the womb, they go aftray as foonas they are
born, [peakinglyes. That’s oneof the ficft things wherein

wickednefs ap&ears inchildren; buc ’cis from the very womb -

_thac they go aftray, betore they can fpeak : >tis natural for
the wicked to goaftray from God as {foon as they have any
being. The way wherein men naturally.do wal{:, it is the
‘way of death, it’s the way of their own hearts, of their own
counfuls, #’sche common courfe ofthe world, it is the walk
ofthe fieth. But now, the work of God in bringing the foul
towalk wich him, itis, Firft, Tocaufe the foul to makeq _
fop in the way thacmen nacurally walk in :* Thofe thar
the Lord hath left for a while in the way of Nature, ther
walk in the way of death, the Lord is pleafed to come to
them by fome mighty work of his, to makea ftop, by con~ .
fidering, where am I? what’smy way ! whithet am I 'go-
ing?.Isthe way chat I amin, like to the way chat befeens
ap immortal Soul? Is thev:‘a‘{ like to end well, chat 1 am
walkingin? It caufes che foul tomakea ftopin it, and be-
gin to chink where it is, whither it is going, and {o ufuall
caufing fome feat, fearmg it isinaway like to mifeary, %

" that it dare not proceed furcher in that way that it hach betn
walking in all.chis while, though never {o pleatant a way,
though never fo fucable to the flet, the Lord forbid tha I
ghould go oninthe way chat I have walked in. Theres g
D o be Lord marfefir to thefoul she way of i

; Y. g 2 9f e,

kit thewsy of e, Thukopofchiefoul i ju s
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.that we read of Sawl, that when he was poftingon in the
way of Death, there did thine a light round-about him, and
caufed him to ftop {o that he could gono further. Buc then

- (Ifay) the Lord manifefts to the foul what the way of life is. .

Inthe3o.of Ifa. 21. Andihineears fhall bear avoord be-
bind thee, faying, Tbis is the way, wall ye in it. Oh!
how many are therechat can celthis by Experience, that they

- have been walking inthe waies of death, of eternal mifery,

.and bleft chemfelves in thofe waies? = But there was a blef~
{ed time wherein God caufed them 0 hear a voyce as ic were

.behind chem, faying, This isthe way, walk in it ; you are

.out of the way ; but here’s the way of lite, if you would not

_perifh eternally, here’s the way, walk in this way : Itisa fe-
ceec voyce that the Lord caufes to be heard inthe foul, but

-yec a powerful voyce. Perhaps you have cometothe Word,
and have heard what the way of life is3 buc yet thac nevec
hach given a turn to your hearts : but when God would
have che toul to come in co walk. with him, he caufes che
foul (befidesthe outward voyce of the Word) to hear a

.voyce behind in fecrer, and yer powerfully, faying, Oh|

. this is the way : Oh thou poor foul that art wandring from

-the way.of life, andarc. goingon in the way of ecernal death,
Come m, come in, here’s anocher way, This is the way,
walkinit: Andfoihe Lordgives a mighty turn to che foul .

by that fecret voyce. T B :

- Thirdlys The. Lord makes peace between bimfelf anda
finner : He doth reveal the Doctrine of Reconciliation, For '
a finngr at firft, when he cores to have Liis.&es enlightened,

‘when he comes to know himfelf, and toknow God 3 certain-
ly God at ficft cannot but appear terrible co a finner chac hach
walked in the waies of deach formerly, and cthough I Tee
my way to be dangerous, and I fee another way to be
good, Oh buc God 1s terriblg to me, and haw-can two walk
together thac are not at peace ? In JAmos, 3. 3. Can twe
walk together except they be agreed? faith the Texc. Oh
therets ﬁa;uralLLag. enmity between Man and God, every
man in-che world, is narurally an Enemy to@od; and can .

“there ;

o
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‘there be two walking cogether unle(s they beagreed ! Oh!

. you that are going on in the waies of enmity with God, fure-
_ly youare ftcangersco this way walking with God, can you

walk with God before you are agreed ? No foul can have
this teftimony given of ir, cbac he hath walked with God,
bur fuch a foul asisreconciled co him : God doth manjfeft

that in fome meafureto theSoul before it’s ablethustowalk -

_wich him, as here Bnoch did, and cexainly Enoch camero

walk, with God by this; for the Holy Ghoft in the fore-
named place of the 11. of the Hebrewy, faith, It war by

. Faith chiche did it, and wichouc Faich, it’s impoffible ro
pleafe God, that’ as muchas, wichout faith it>s impoffible ro -

-walk with God.” The Holy Ghoft means the fame thing,
;when the Apoftle faith, that he did walk by Faith, and
withoue faich it’s impofiible to pleafe God, therefore chere
myft bea work of Faich to bring theSoul tobereconciled,

. :and that there may be an agreement between the Soul and

-Godbetore it can walk wich him. = Thac’s the chird ching,

Fourthly, Though there be peace made, fo that God doth
1ot appear as an Enemy againfi the Sowl, yet there may be
Jome ftrangenefs after peace made. There was peace made
becween David and Abfalom, David was pafliied towards

~him, yec he would not fee hts face- for a while, he would

have him be goné from his prefence, there fhould nac be that
converfe wich him in chat tgmilicr way as a child wich thefar

ther fora while = So though there be peace made, yer chere’s
.réquired a fuccher work of God for the fouls walking wich

-, chat is, That God fhould render himfelf in lovelinefs,

and fulnefs of mercy; and fweetnefs, and delightfulnets
unto the Soul, that thefemay be a familiarity between the
Souland God, It% oue thing for me to know Gad js rict
.asan Enemy tome, thatle dothnot intend wrdch and mi-
fery againftme 5 ard another thing for the Soul to appre-
hend the fweec delightful countenance of Glod, and the im- -
‘bracements in the arms of his mercy , and thofe condefcen-
tions of Gody that he is willingtocomeand dealwith us -
| - as

-
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asa friend wich his friend in a familiar way : Therefore
that’s a fourth work, the Lordis plealed to manifeft hjme
telfcothefoul in the fweetnefs of his love, and his delighty
" Nofonly thou art that foul thac thalcnot be damn’d, thac
fhalc evernally befav’d 5 - buc thouart the foul thae my foyt
delights in, thou art one thac I take as my friend, and that
" I lovetodeal with in all {weetnefs, and tobringinto a fa-
miliarify withmy felf. This is thac that is manifefted eo
the foul for the bringing of ic to this walking with God,
e Sy GE sy B
Fifthly, Lord i1 pleafed to fend bis boly Spirit to guide
the ouf to bimfelf,and rog::demnmdki witbbiri‘:}:i 2
_ Inthe 8. Rom. it’sfaid, Al that arethe fons o?gGod are kd‘{) .
the fpirit of God.  As a father when he walks withche child -
begives him bis hand ‘and leads along thé child with him- _ ,
felf: whenany comes to bea child of God, God pucs forch
his band and leads him, and fo they walk together.. - As
* have you not feen fometimes a father and child walking i
_thegarden, the father pucs forth his finges and the child
takes hold of it and fo walks along with him: even fo the
. Lord pues forth his fpirit into @ gracious foul, and God
and the foul thus walks togecher being led by the (pirit of
God 3 inthe 35. Ifa.8,9. there you may fee what the Lord |
fpeaks of the way of the redeemed ones. * /And an bigh-way .
" foallbethere,and 4 wayyand’is ]bangmﬂedtPcmg of bo=
- Kine,the unclean fball not paB over it, but it fhall be for .
thofe 5 sbewayfaring menthough fools, foa¥nos err therein:
Though they bevery weak and fools, "yet they fhall nog
ert therein.  Andno Lyonthal be there, nor any ravenous -
beaft fhal goup thereon: it fhal not be found cthere, buc the
redeemcd%ltx)d walk there, that’s the priviledg of the redeem-
edones. Now this way of walking up unto the Land of Ca-~

naan from their captivity, &’ typical, to typificthe walk. . |

ofthe foul withthe Lord. - _

Sixrhly, For the fouls walking with God, there is this fur-
ther doneby God, Chrifl tbe Son of Godbatakes the fon)
and bringsisunto God the Fasher, o the Spirst leads, fo .
- Jefus Ghrift. The

e

1
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The Lord Jefus Chrift he brings the foul uncothe Facher -
to render God and che foul familier togecher:. In Epbef.
2. 18. Throwugh bim we bavz an accefl by one Spivit unto the
Fatber . We have an accefs through him, we have a manu-
duction, He brings us unto the Father, we have acceis
through Jefus Chnft.  Asifa priuce fhould take a Traytor
that is reconciled to his Facher, having his pardon, and his
Father being paffified cowards him, the Prince comes and
takes him by che hand, and faich, Come I’le bring you unto
my Father,and 1 will walk along with you unto my Ka-
ther : Soicis, Nomechatever hach-beena finner can walk
with God, bug Chrift muft walk together with him 3 Chrift
walks along with him, and {fo Godis ever more rendred
{weet, amiable, and lovely 3 why? Becaufe Chrift hach

'bim by the band (as I may ioce fay) God the Father hach

him in one hand, and Chrift hath him by the other hand,
and {fo the foul walks in this blefled walk, between the
hands of God the Fatherand the Son; and the boly Ghoft
leads and guides him too. ' :

CHAP. 1V. .
‘Walking with God what it is, Opened in Nine Particulars..

D Uc now, The way of the foul in chis walk with God:

When the foulis thus brought to God, and by this .
means enabled to walk with him, Then what’s the way of
she foul iw'walking thus with God?

Wau‘jng with God caéfe.rtbe foul to;;e God.

In the ficft place, Now che foul being come thus to God,
inall the waies of Godut eyes God, and tets God before.it.
“Enoch walked with God : that is, Enoch in the waies of his

- o ) life
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Jife fet God before him,- and did eye God in his waiess -
Fisft beholding the infinice beauty that is in God. Second-
ly, Godbeing the fountain of al good toche foul, Third~
ly, the foul apprehending God infinicly worthy of all ho-
nor, Thefe three things caufes the eye to be upon God
continually : The Lord hath infinic excellency and beaucy
jnhim. The Lordische fountain of all good to me: The
Lord is infinicly worthy of al honor and fervice ; and a

o) walking wikhGod, cysGod thus cohtinually. - In the

‘26, Pfal. 3. For tby boving kindnefi is before mine eyes,and
T bave waled in tby trasb: Oh Lord | I fee thee amiable,

Jovely, and gracious, and the fountain of all good, and Lord,
Thave walked in thy cuth, feccing God before me; fo in ®Yal. -
16. 8.  bave fes the Lord alwaies before metbas I might not
fall. A foulchat walks with God fcarce eyes any thing bug
God, when it enjoyes the creature ye the eyeis upon God+
as the litcle child walking with the facher looks up to .
the fathex 3 every foul thac walks with God hath his eye
npmhltn‘,for there’s no fuch lovely drawing object to cive
foulas God himfelfis; whereas wicked men they do not
find God to be fuch a lovely abjet, fees no fuch excellency
in him, and therefore chey rather turn their eyes away from
him, they look anotber way, PJal. 86.14. They do
not (et God before them smen that walk accordingro the lufts _ -
of cheir own hearts in their wicked finful waies, the Lotd is
nocinall cheir thoughts, asinthe 1o Pfaim. That’s the
fic ft ching in che way of the fouls walking wich God, he cyes
God, and 1ees God before bim. .

Woalking with Godcaufesh a man to carry bimfelf o in
" Gods prefence. S

. Secondly, Thefoulbebaverits felf a1in Godys prefence. 1
fee my felf in Gods prefence, and my eye is upon God, Oh
16¢ me chen look to my felf, thacthe sarriage of my foul be
as beleems onewho is in the preience of fohely, fo geeat, to
glah\bandbhﬂed.aﬁafaéthe Lord is, inthe 2 Cor.j;

: e 17




ays . Of wdking with God.
17. JArsof Godinthe fight of God feak wein Chrift, faith
the Apoftle ; when we cometo doany thing, wedo it as of
God, in the fight of God, knowmng that we are .al- |
waies before God.  Jugufline, ipeaking concerning
Noab’s walking with God, behath chis expreflion, Noab
walked with God, thacis, he had- God alwaies prefenc be-
fore his eyes, walking fo holily, and fo reverenced God:
Thisisto walk inthe fear of God, when the foul upon the
apprehenfion of Gods prefence fhal labor to-compofe its
{elfas befeeming che prefence before whom'ic is, and this
indeed is the walk that you thal find the Saints of God, in
all day long: would you know where to find a Sainc? you
may know his walk, you fhal al the day long find bhim
walking in the fear of the Lord, Proverbs 23.17. faich the
text there, Let not thy beart envy finners 2 but be thow in the
fear of the Lord all tbe day long.  He dothnot fay, do thou
. fearthe Lord althe day long, but be thou in the fear of
the Lord al the day Jong. Oh the. walk of .a Chriftian
fhould be fo from morning to night, to walk in the fear of -
the Lord ; and nothing in this world fhould puc him out
of this walk, - no temprations fhould cal him out of it, bur
in thefear of the Lordal the day long: This is the walk
of a Chriftian, when he labois to behave himfelf ag be- -
feems the prefence of Godh

Walkingwith God is, when we tnalkg Gods Willshe Rucle

of oser will,

" Thirdly, The foul may be faid ro walk wich God, When
theway of it ¥ the [ame way that God Limfelf goes, the
fored dotb tba that God doth : What’s the way of (sod, but .-
the way of holinefs; and righteoufnefs ? when the fou!

" makes the Will of God to be the rule of it, Iwil noc be adted
by ry own will, I wil not be a&cd by any thing bur by the
‘&illof God :- whavis it that God wils ! L wil the fame chinge -
then the foul walksthat way God walks, when it dach fuee -
&s elf with God, fews che Lord as an example befoce it,

as

-~
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PR,

asthe Scripture faith, Be ye boly a¢ your Heavenly F atber
# boly ; 1fee the holy and righteous waies of God, and I la-
bor as a dear child tofollow him, and to go in the very fame

fteps thac God doth : How doth God catry bufinefles? I
willabor ro carry things fo as God doch, that my life fhall

Mold forth a refemblance of God himfelf: this isto walk wich
God, todo as God doth, to imicate God. - That’s a Third
shing i1 a Souls walking with God. . . .

. Walking wivh God ie, when a Sowl bash the fume Bnds

The Foursh i this, Not O“K to do the fame thing, to
make the Will of Godto beshe Rulaofit, ‘But fo bave the
fame Bnd. that God batle: What’s the End chat God hath
g allhis waies ? Surely icis, thavhis blefled Name may be
tmagnified, thachisglory may befet forth; Ple drive onthe.
{fame defign, chat fhal be che greac defign of my life, it’s thag
shaz my %:ui fhal aim at asche higheft end of all things,
and al chings fhal be fubordinatetochis end, even, Theglov
wy and honor of God, it’s thacthat God auns at, and theree
foxe thas which Ileaim at : thus che foul goes along with
‘God.  As now, Aman may be faid togo along with ano-
‘ther man when chey do both drive on the fame defigns : Oh{
thisis a bleffed thing indeed. We thal {peuk of thac here-
afeer : bucthevery 0ﬁming what ic is, fhewsnuch of the ex~
celléncy of ity aud Ibcfeech you as you go along, examine
your own hearts, feewhetherby the very mencionmigf thefe
‘things you be not ftrangers to God ; examine by the war-
kings of Ged in bringing your Souls to walk with him, or o~
therwife by the way of the foul, in eyeing God, in behaving

" ‘ies felf as in che prelence of God, in making che Wil of God e .

‘be iks Rule, and in driving on the defign chat God dosh.

)
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Walking with G od, is the obferving the adminiffrations,
of God, andfwting thefosd tothem. o

. Fifthly, It # the obferving of the feveral adminifiraion..
of God, and tbe futing of the fou} to the fiveral adminiftra-
ttons of God in the world: T open that thus, God fom-.
times feems to work in one 'way, fometimesin ano-
ther way; nowithe foul that walks with God obferves.
which are the feveral waiesand adminiftrations of God
in the world, and let me (faith the foul) labor to fute
my hearg withcthem : that’sthus, fometimes the Lord is in.
a way of Judgments, inthe world, heavieand dreadful af-
fliGions: yea, fometimes againft his own Saints, and peo-.

ple: then let me (ure my heart according to this, Ob Lord ! -

wewill wait upon thee in thewaies of thy judgments, faich
the Church in Ifa. Areweunder Gods way ot ]udgrzlents, .

ina way of afliétions ? Lord,wewill fute ourfélves to ho- .

nor thee chere according tothat way, we will labor to exer-.
gife chofegraces thatare furableto thefe adminiftracions- of.
thine. Aond Lord, art theu in a way of mercy? we will
fute our felves accordingly, and labor to dfaw forch and
-exercife cur graces thatare futable to thofe waies of shine.
And arcthou in a way of afliction in. my family, or in a.

way of metcy ! Lord, 1will Jabor to exercife thofe graces.
that are futable to chofe waies of thine. This is to walk..

. withGod. As when we walk wich a man, if he turn chis
way, then I fec my felfto go with him, and ifbe nuns ano-
ther way, then Ifute my felt to go with him that way : fe.

ugh the waies of God be never fo various,, yet .the foul

that walks with God is fucable to thofe waies of God: Oh
thisisa greac Are, a great Myftery to fute a mans felf co'
thefe feveral adminiftrations of God in the world. Yan
thal have fome chat if God go in a way of mercy, Ohthere.
they can blefs,and praite God, and they think chac this is to
walk with God 5 _buc if God auns his back upon thee and
takes away thy choifeft earthly comfore (ic may be) chy

deereft yoke-fellow,aod fo comes in a way of affliGtions, g:z | ’

¥ :
. =
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~ Of walking with God. . 2y
" canfk thou fute with Gods waies then? When God was in
" away of mercy,then my exercife was in_joy, and chankf=

giving, and: fpeakin %(ood of his Name; but now che
Lord is in a way of affliCtions, now I exercife faith on God,

» now I exercifepatience, now I exercife Chriftian wif{dom, -

to know whag I'can get out of this hand of Gud, thac

what courfes Toever God takes, yet ftill a Ghriftian hach..

feveral graces to exercife in {everal conditions, and that

notonly while God isin a {mooth path the foul can exer-

cife lon and Thank(giving, and fpeaking good of his Name :

v Butlet God go into a rugged pachof very greac afflictions,

~ yet che foul doth fuce its felt unto God according to his

+ feveral adminiftrations; thisistowalk withGod.

" Walking with Godis, To bave a boly dependence wpon
- God: Openedin Foser Particudars, pow

’ Sixchly, Walking with God, it is, To bavve a boly depen-

|  danceuponGod irlzngll bis waies. Foronetolivein a holy

[ de endance upon God for théfe Four things. . S

', Firfk, In a holy dependance upon God for Diretion,
Oh! lead me in the way of thy trutbh.. When a

. Chriftian locks up to God, and depends upon him in the

h' conftant courfe of his life, depends uf'on im for directi-
on, Oh Lord! teachme thy way, Lord, lead me in the w
of everlafting life, Lord, fend forch thy light and thy truth to

ideme ; Thou fhalc be my guide even unto death, whenche
oul dare not go one ftep further, then it {fees God going be-

' foreig,and therefore it faich, Lord lead me, guideme : 1be-

. feech youexamineasyougo along, can you fay, thatinthe..
courfe of your lives chisyoufind ; That you walk in a holy -
dependance upon God for guidance and direction in every -

? whatfoever youmeddlewith, yet.your walk is thus.
inaholy dependanceupon God for direction in your bu-

- finefs, and according as the bufineis is, of leffe or greater. -
confequence the heart works, more after God for guidance -
and dice&ion for. thac bufinefs. But now,. the men of zl;;

- wor
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~ world they are afraid chat God fliould lead them into hacd
' aths, inco troublefom waies, and cherefore chey ave thy of
&odsguidance-, thisis the way of wicked hearts,( I fay) they |
are fhy of the guidance and dire&ion of God ; but a gracious
heart faich, let God lead me, and let the way be whatic wil,
The wicked are guided by cheir own thoughts, by their own
counfels, by the examples of acher men, whit’s mofd futa-
ble to their own ends; burcheway of the Saincs is this,
Loxd, guide me. . _ : _ .
Secondly, Tbeirboly dependance upon God, it sfer pro-
. m&ionto protett themin whattbey do. Lord, 1am in che
.way that thou haft guided meinto, 1 may mee¢ with much
wouble and afflition, buc Lord, do thou prote& me, de
thou defend me in this way of thine,  As the child walking |
with the Father, if he hearsany noife thatdothfcare him,he
Yooks up to the Father, and depends upon his Father to be
1 procected : So whena child of God fhal inal his waies, walk = |
an a holy dependance upon God for protection, shis is to .
" wakwithGod. d 4 ’ p |
Thirdly, The Soul.depends seponi God for affifiance in
_ .emytbingthat it undertakes:. Kord, chis is thagiwo:k that |
thou calleft meto, Ob let me have ftrength from chy Lelf in
this work, Ican do nothing without thec Lord, and lec me {

‘Bave afliftance from thee.  Whereas the wicked, they make |
flefh cheirarm, and ctherefore there’s a curfe pronounc’d a="
« gainft chem, in Fer.17. 5. verfe, chey are ftrangers co any
tuch work as chis, of dependance upon God for afliftance :
Now and thenat a fpure, they willfay, thac God muft help
shem, and they can do nothing without God : 1 butto have
- holy, gracious frame of Spirit, to walk ina holy dependance
uponGod for affirfhance inevery bufine(s , this is far from
crhe wiclied ;_;:d un%odl%r‘;’ Lol de . Gadfar

ourthly, Tbe foul walks in a bo dance

@ bkﬂin_zupon abitdoth, Walk gefo?':n me, and ufrl}bt',f %
am tbine exceeding great reward.  Asif God fhouldfayto

- oAbrabam, Walk 11 dependance upon me, I am thy reward,
shough thou hatk little encoursgement 1 the W)c;:)d,l‘.);kec
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Yook up to me for thy reward: fo when che foul curneth
from men, and the world, and minds not fo much what en~
cvutagement it hath from the wotld, but looks up to God,
Lord, I depend upon thee for a bleffing, and however
things feem to go, yet Lord, Ilook uptothee for the brin~
éing all to a good iffue; here’s now & foul walking wich

‘

waies of God.

Seventhly, One thas swalkswith God,in allbiswaies
Holinef and Obedieice bis beart # free in bim, be comes o
readily to every good work heis not halPd and puld to Gody
buc he walkswith him. There’s a greatdeal of difference
between onethat is dragged afosx another, (asif youthould
draga prifoner thac hath no mind togo that way) andano~
ther thac walks up and down with delight and pleafure with
you: Tisnot enough to walk with God, for to be in the
way that God would have you to be, or to do the thi

- that ‘God would have you to do, except your heatcs

; come off freely inthe waies of obedience, except cherebe a

v cheerfulnefs in the-waies of obedience, except you choofe

. the waies of holinefs as che waies that are moft fucable to -

' '¥ou thisis the walking withGod, Inthe 119, Fful. 45

© Wabking with Godmakes a man free and ready inthe

woill walk_at liberty, ({aith David) for I feek thy precepts .

« It% anotable Saripture. The menof the world they chink .

~ thar there is no walking at Libercy but for them to facisfie

their defires to the wucrermoft, to walk after theic lufts,

whichis the Scripture phrafe: No buc faich David, my -
liberty ischis, Ifeek thy precepts, A carnal heare chinks
1% reateft bondage in the world fof to feek the pre~

W od, and to conform to Gods precepts, that Imuft -
‘walk - according to rule, that’s a boudage: No, I'le walk
a¢ liberty, for I feek thy preceptss  1ts an excellent argu-
ment of grace in the heart; co account the preceprs of zod
10 be the greateft liberty to the foul: n L am in the

waiet. -
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- mong us When weenjoy his Ordinances.  So that you fee

\

" and communion that the foul bath wish bim in boly dutie

“of Lewit. 4. faith che Loxd there, Ye fball do my Judgment.s, -#s

waies of fin, Fam in the waies of bondage, I am a flave to

Satan; but when I1feek thy precepts, I am ac liberty.  As

aman when he is walking up and down in the felds, he is

ar Liberry.  So when the foul is walking with God ic is ac

liberty, but when the foul is walking wichout God it is in

adungeon, a prifon; but (I1fay) when it walks with God

ic is at libercy, 1t comes qff treely inall che waies of obedi~ |

ence. .
|

Walking with God confiffs in commuion with God.
Eightly/, Walking with God confifts'in the conpverfe

There are the fpecial walks of the foul with God, and of
God with the foul in che duties of holy worthip. Inthe g

and kgep mine ordinancces,to W A LK therein; 1 am tb&t'
Lordyour God. Youmnft Walkin GodsOrdinances, the %
Ordinances of God they are cie Walks of a gracious foul, and
chere che foul meets wich God, inthe 26. of Lewit. 11, 12.

_ Ir’s a nocable Scripture to fhew that in Gods Ordinances

there the foul mees with God. And Iwill fet my tabernacle

amongftyou, and my foul fhal not obbor you, that is, fhal de- -
lightnyou, And L wil W A LR among you, and wil be.-g;g'
your God, and Wbal be my people. 1wvilfetmy Iabernacle w="
amongft you : Whac'schat ! That is, mie Ordinances,you |
fhal enjoy mine Ordinances, you fhal have the duties of my
Worthip, and I wil svalkamong you: chen God walksa=

in the 18. of Lewit. there God faich, You fhall walk in mine
Ordinances, the Ordinances are, the Godly mans walk :
then in the 26. of Lewis. the Ocdinances are Gods walk ; fo
¢hac we fee they walk che fame way, and there God and a
gracious hearc meet together.  The Churchesenjoying Ordi-
nances are the andlefticks that we read of in the 1 of
13. In tbe midft of the Seven golden Candlefticks was one
bikeunso the Son of man, clotbed with & garmant down to
' : ' the
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tbe feet and gird aboset the paps with a gelden girdle: The
Lord Jefus Chrift is in che midft of the Candlefticks 5 thatis,
in the midf¥ of che Churches, where thereare the Ordinances
of God, chere he is, and if you would walk with himi you

" mitift find him chere; inche 68. Pfal. 24 there likewife you

axe, obferve where he ufes ta walk, and be going chere.
" * have feen thy going, Q God, even the goings of my God,

may fee whac the way of a gracious heart is in walking
Vm{ God, They bave feen 1by goings, O God, even the going
of my God,my King,(wheie?) inthe Saniétuary. 1t you
would walk with another you muft know where his glq;]ng:
e

my King, inthicSanuary; there’sthe gomngs of God, “ if
myu would meet with God and walk :withghirx%: it muft be

the San&uary, it muft be in his Ordinances. 1In the 7.
of Canr. 5. verfe, itisfaid, That tbe?{jnéé((peakingof
Chuft) i beld in the galleries ; now what’s thac buc in the
Ordinances ? that’s as it were che galleries of the great
Kuig of heaven and Earth, . And you know FPrinces and
ggeac men, they have their fumptuous galleries wherein
they ufe to walk, and only cheif favorites are permitced
and tuffered to be there to walk up and down : The King 7

‘H'E L' Din ki galleries . that is, when Jefus Chrift is in .

- Cammuninon with his Saints in his Ordinances, in thedu-

ther in Otdinances: Chrift Ipeakstothe {oul, and the foul - ‘

L)

ties of Worfhip: Oh is the moft pleafanc” gallerie to
walk in thac he hath, it’sas pleafanc a gallery as he hath in’

Heavenit’s felf, Oh! he loves to be there, The King is-

“Held there.  Oh! many a fweetand comfortable turn hath
agraciousheart in thefe gallerfes, that is in the Oidinan-
cesand Duties of Worthip in walking with Jefus Chrift.

.~ 'When the foul is exercifed in the Ordinances, it hath’
* copverie with Chrift, it hearkens what Chiift faith, and

Chrift hearkens whac fuch a foul faith, T will hearken
‘whac he wal fay, and the foul knows the voice of ‘Chrift,

4. Cans. 3. It 3 the voice of my béloved, faith the Spoufe.Oh

i knows what the voice of Chift is when they walls toge-

kniow’s his voie, and the foul {peaks again to Jefus Chrift,
B DR R thete

N .- .
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T OF vy v Gk

" God, & God reveals himfelf unto it fti

~ waies offodlinefs where chere is a walking

" .thereis a blefled converfe between thém, ‘Chrift lers him-

.felfinto the heart, and che heart opens its felfco Chrift;’
Oh/ the Communion thata gracious heart hath with” Je--
fus Ghrift in Otdinances it 1s unfpeakable! Only thofe
that are acquainted wich it underftand what the meaning
of converfing with God there means 3 It is with many even’
asicwas with Adam, that when God came to walk in che
garden, weread chat he was hid in the bufh: The Oudi-
nances and Ducies of Worthip are as Paradice, as Edens
and God comes many times.to walk withus, and would.

feign have communionand converfe with us, yet Oh how

_ many timesate many of his fervants hid in the buth; they -
“have walked loofly, and contraéted fome guiltinefs upon.
their {pirits, and fo cheogmfcnce of God iscerrible to them,
God, and the prefence of God is...

and che more the voice
inanOrdinance, the morethey are aftaid becaufe of fome
_ﬁ:ulcineﬂ'e :"they are incangled in che buth when as chey

ould be converfing with God.” Ohthe difference that theré -

is bétween fome Chriftians and others in the exercifi

themfelves in che Duties of Worthip! There ure fome thag
when they are Worfhiping of God, Oh what {weet and
bleflfed terms have they with God, and Commiinion be-
tween God and cheir fouls! and others, though (it may

. be) they have fome good in them, yet are intangled
inthe bryars of the world, and though God be in the midft -
~ ofhis Ordinances, yet chey have no converfe, no comaniu~

aion with himacall,

Walkingwith God casfeth the foul to follow God ’
e e i oulto folw God more a

The Ninch Pasticulacis this: The foul that wally with

follows Godmore and nd Ea" o "‘i”’f}e."’é’ v

s more and more, a ‘to glori od

more and more, that’s walkif')g: There 15 a progt’eﬂ‘e in the

5 : The foul when
ffticis

» -

ed by che haad of Jefis Chrift co God, & comes azd
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.walks with him, Oh ’tis fweet and comfortable, buc fhill
a8 God reveals himfelf more and more to the Soul, fo the :
foud -ftill prows up .in Godlinefs more and more, and fhill
“ia more holy, and more gracious, and henors God more
in the Convesfation of it than formerly it hathdone, it gets
peerer and neererto Heaven every day 3 this is to walk wich
God. There’s a notable Scripeuse inthe 63. Pfak, 8. Da-
' wid faiththese, My fowl follawws bard after thee, O Lord,
'shy right band wpbeldeth me, - As apoot child thaciswal>
" Jging with the facher, it may be he is weak, and cannotgo fo
saft @3 it doth defires bug che facher pues forth his hand
4ind takes hold. of him, and fo upholds and firengshens the
- ¢hild, and it follows bard after che facber. So *tis here:
" iQb Lord, shy:sighthandupholdsme s if it did not uphold
»miy, 1 conld noc walk, bug thy right hand upholds me,
-and then my foul follows hard after thee, and {o encrea~
fes p godlinefs mose and moxe : 1 will praife thee more and ~
umore, faith David inanother place, ipeakimg of the pgnor
what he deficed co give 0 God in his way, he profefled he
- would il ad to the praife -of God, and:praile hun moxe
apdmores ¢ .o . CL s w
&.’}'x‘fe are the pringipal things whereinwalking with- God .
‘eomfifts. _ ’ A p
- now?coamxef_enhein that Confideration that: we. have
dﬂm ddong, and chat Mk.es it up,. Tbaﬂ alle
are irvaconftant courfeof a mians Life, This Welkjg #s
g‘maham: that know mot :mmit ;isazo walk with
«@nd, - peshaps they may come apd walka ftep or two ip
SGorls Waies, bixg chey quickly. tyn out again , and chey
find thetm cedioys and itkfom to them ; Bug_the heast;thee
aralls with God, doth al chisthac 1 havematued. o . -
=K hac i, Eyes /God in al his Waies. . Behaves tts fel ag
ihe irefence of God.  Walksin the fame way God dakh.
» D&gﬁ. .And fo likewiife tha reft, and all
Wiy nftuaccousfé of iskige.. - . . inn
%yt by "X huoughthe violenceinf fome cempation, there
L Ffa- may
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may chance to be a ftep aftray,. or- there may be perha;;r'

‘fome fallin che way'; butftil the hearc is God- watd,.and
il is cowards God, it gets up again, .and walks again i
-the way, it doth not meerly goa ftep intd the way of God
“as fome carnal men do; itmay be fomtimes when Gods
‘hand is upon them, -or upan-the hearing.of fome S

“then their hearts area litcle touch’d, and they feem to be

a licele froward ; buctake the conftant courfe of thieir Jives,
' -and it’s in the way of Sin-; But thé€ conftanc .courfe of che-

. waies of the Saints, aré in the waies of God. *As now,,a
'Swine may go through a fair meadow, I buc tha’s nog
the place thatic doth {o much regard, but it would be in

the mire and dirt, and there ic: wallows.: 8o it is with

- many wickedmen, they wil come and hear, and p ay,and
-do. fome good duties,this is a Swine in a.meadow ;, but
- when they come to thofe waies that may facisfie che lufls

ofthe fleth, therethey wallow, that’s their proper placs,

and thesefore far from walking with God.. A:begger wil
perhaps followa man a little way fo long ashe hach

of getting any thing by him : - but: if the man goes; Ail a~
way from him, he turss afide to another way, he will go
no further along with him ; {0 %is with many. men, even
many profeffors chef}; would fecm to follow God perhaps
‘for comfort, and. for fomahin% thac they ‘have

¢ from' bim ; -buc if they cannot: hind prefencly weha:

" wonl bave from God, then chey. turn. afide : whereas (1.

befeech you obferve this ) the difference between a friends

- walking with- another out of delight of Gommunion wich .
him, ‘and a begger that only goes along with another maa

begging for-an alms ;. The man. char gdes

fot- the wlms! hes doth.not regard 4he -company of this mam !

any further chan he-may have hopes of an almes from b,

#he cannot have what. he would have, or if he have oace.

whac he would have, - he curns afide from the man : Bue.a
friénd. chat s walking - wicth his &iend,. thac thac
fieshim is, the company of -/his. friend,: and - the con

that be hath with bim . ‘while . he is. walking, and fohe goes.
St = Doy - O,

’ ~
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~ on1n a conftant way, and walks.to the end of the place
where his friend-is to go, and is forry that the walk is {o
fhort, ~and ftill defires to converfe with his friend : So I"
fay, this is the difference for all the world in Profeffors,
chere are. fome that- have fome. touch of conlcience, and
they fee there is no way for them if they. have yor mer-
cy from God buc they muft perith, and perhaps they will
be. feeking of God, and following of God, -and aryj
to Godfor mercy : butifthey have n_qt'comfo_xt.accotﬁgg
as they expeét they turn away from him, and feek for
comfort other waies : But a gracious heart that is indeed
turned to God, it ltlicog: n&c h(:,ngd fe;rk to ;irfd for ::rcy for
irs felf chat ic mighe be delivered from mifery, butit fees
S ecelciyin God 10d s (wectas in Coyeciod
“Cormynion with God, and loyes the prefence of God,
‘and chisische ground of the gonftancy of his heart in the
waies ofholinels, Becaufe it loves fo much of the prefence
ofGod, and -Communion with God, it is for-God bisr
. felf chat the foul is in thofe waies, .and fuch a one will hold
_outin the waies,of God.. lIndeed one that meerly ferves
God in a fervile way, aod feeks himfelf only in feekiog of
God, fuch a one (1 fay ) wil be ready. to cumafide; bu
“where the foul walks wih God our of a fence of Commur
nion, Sweetnefs, and good that there is in Gommuniop
with God, fuchaonegoeson inaconftant way to theend,
“andis oot tir’d in che waies of God as othersare. “You
know, If you bewalking from place to place, ifyou have
good company withyou, youare not weary, you account -
the journy nothing, why?. becaufe you have good com-
_pany, and ef] in:ﬁy if you v; good difcourie all along -
-~ 1003 foitiswithChriftians. Ob the waies of God come
sabevery eafie co them upon. this ground, andfotheyhold: -

™ [
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CHAP. V.

Awelve feveral Excellencies of walking with (fod,

#EV#{e nexrching iv, fbe‘Etceﬂmvy that there it in wal-
~ A Amgwith God. R
Tbe Firfe ‘E?celem]. ,

" Andthis iay be s the firt place - The salking with God,

Ohthere isan Excellency init: ¥ it were only this, Thar
it makes the waies of God eafie:  All the waics of €od,
Bow eafiearechey to the foul that knows what chis means,
[Of walkingwith God] that kath God in bis Company coii-
10’ thac thacis wortha world, and it’s a'very grievous and
‘fad tondition that men and woinen ate in,'who have!con-
. yinced conftiences, and dare not' wilfully go out of Gods

Wwiies, but are alwaies droopi':cng,and find them_grievous and
. vediouscothem: But it is ufethey have not communi-

‘on withGod in them : they are in them meerly upon pe-

Bnually,-Oh the eafinefsthat chere isinthe Waies of God |-

ceflicy, becaufe they oughe to be in them. -But the Saints - -

- find the waies of God more eafie to them, for they have af
“waies good company with them. - When I awalke 1 am 5
waies with thee, {aith Dawid. The very nights are pleafanic

unto them i whenhe awakes, fil he is with God. ~There’s .

Mny menand women cannot lie alorie ; - thofe that cannac

&ep, when they awake, if:hl?r'hih no'company with them

e nights are 'ceditus 3 birc i they cannot fleep, and -yt

, awake, they have fome with them, the nighes are
oot {o tedioustothem: When Iawake Iam ever wich

faith Dawid concerning God. ‘That®s the fr & ching, far the

Excellency of chis walking with God. he




Tbe fecond Excellency.

Bu fecondly, This walking with God, it s, moft bonora-
We. Oh *isan honorablething to walk with God. - At-
tendance upon Kings and Princes we know is honorable ;
The Maids of honor, thac do but actend upon a Queen, it’s
a great_honor; the attendence upon a King, yea- upon
Noble-Men : Butnew, notonly artendance, but free:con-
verfe with Princes, that’s more than meer attendamices: to
walk wich an Emperour as a friend up and down in his

Galleries, in his Gardens, in his Orchard.  So it is with

the Saints, vAbrabam iscalled Gods friend. You are yiot
my fervanss, but myfriendss faich Chrift. God admits che
foul to come as a friend and to have converfe wich him, Gh1
. this is honorable. T hey were.accounted bleffed thac were

‘in the: prefence of Solomon, that were but his fervants to.

wait ac his Table's ‘much more to fic-ac his Table, to fee
the order of Solomons Table : Thencobe alwaies with God,
‘and walking wich him, whaca blefled and honocable
thingis this | Ic is che honone .of Angels themfelves, chat

they dobue fee theface of Ged, the Angels that are in Hea- -

vendobehold the face of God 'y what horour is ic chen ifot
Chriftians tobe alwaies walking wich God? Honor! s

chat that is-the greac honor and happinefle. of the Church .

when fhe fhal be inhergory. Mar how Chrift dothexe
e him(elf, in Rewel. 3.4, Tbou baft & few names even
inSardis, which bave not defiled their garments.  'What

promifed tothem ? andbey foall walk with me in whitey . -~

or they arewortby. There fhal be a glory pucuponc
“and they fhal walk with me, for chey are worchp;:l.c The wﬁ

ing with Chrift, thac’s the greateft honor that Chrift could -
promife unco them. -Andjointbe x4, of the Regelation, .

W’ faid of thofe that ﬁoodalxon Mount Sion wich the
\Imnb,havinghelr’ps in:their hands, a

in the 4. verfe, Thefe arethey thatareno with woe
men, for they are Visging 3 thefe aretbey woich follow tha

l’amb."

Of Welking with God. By

nd finging of a new fongy .



488 Of Walking with, Gad,

Lamb whitberfoever be goes, thefe were redeemed from a-
mongmen s being the firft fruit unto God and to the Lamb.
They follow che lamb whicher{oever he goes : This is the ho~
noc that is puc upon them : Oh the walking with God ic is

.moft honorable. . :
) , : + . Thetbird Excellency. ,

Thirdly, TheExcellenncy of walking with God confifts
igchisy; Intbebleffedfatisfattion that the foul muf} needs
baveinwalking witb bim : o walk wich life its felf, wich
glocy, wich happinefs, and that in a copftant way, this muft

: nx fatliﬁetﬁe foul, muftlfay bring inconceivable fatis-
fa&ion and peace unto the foul thus walking with him.
Youknow whac Philiplaid, Let us fee the Father, and is

Sufficesbus : What, would it fuflice Philiprofee God? Oh

then ! .not-only to fee him, butto walk, and be continually
with him. People will run many cimes but ¢o have fight of
« great man; but to beadmitted into the fame roome and to
walk with him, thisismore, inche 2.0f Exod. 14- And
~ befaidy my prefence fhal go with thee,and I wil give thee

reft : God prorhifed to Mofer that his prefence fhould be -
wich him, and chen when the ﬁ;efence of God is with the -
t

- foul, Ohthe reft chat the foul hath by the prefence of God !

" Qhthelexibgs our of joy that there muft needs be to the
bearcthac walks with God ! in the 38, Fyal. 8.9. They fbal
be abundansly fatisfied with the fatnefl of thy boufe, ‘and
thax fhalt make them drink of the Rivers of thy pleafures;

for wwith thee s the foursain of life : Intbylight fha) wefee

Kghts. Gertainly where God walks thereisa glorious lighe
pound abour,that fiacha foul never walks in darkne(s,the lighe
of God thines about it ; as we read of thofe that walked with

- Chriftto Emaus, the texc faich, Their bearts burned within

“dbem. Certainly the heasts of the Saints walking wich
¢@odmuft needs be fild with. thofe influences from God that

:muft make their 'hcama,glow wichin them while they are

~walking withhim : in Pfal. 89. 15,16, youhavea nota-
hle Sctapeuce there about the fatfadtion of the foul in

walking

L
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walking with God,blefJed daré the peopte that knove the joyfull
found:they fhall vall, O Lord in the light of thy c‘ounti’nagce,
In thy Name fhal they rejoyce all the day, and in thy righte=
oufnefs foal they be exalted. Ihofe that walk with God they
walk in che light of Gods Countenance, and in Gods Name
* fhal they rejoyceal the day, and inhis righteoulnefs fhall
they be exalced. Oh! a bleffed-thing it is to walk wich
©od. The {peechi of that noble Marquels Galiarius that
was of gredt birth in Italy, and foitukuig all his honors
-and friends and coming to Geniv2; he had thy; expreflion,
faich b, uponatime feeling his fiveer converle wih (iock
Curfed (&b be) be thas m.anthat accountr all he gold-ana
i thevoorld worth one daies enjymehs of Communis
ian woith Pefus Chrift. He had left a greac deal ot gold and fife
wer, the Pope himfelf was a/neet kwfimantohim, and greag
podleflions and kindred hehad, and lef ic all co come to Ge-
et to profedl chie rruth chere,and he found 2l recompenced
ap¥Communion with Chriftdnd hisheart wasfo ful with i
that beeven cucfed choié thic fhould account all -che gole
andfilver i -the world worth ¢he enjoyment of obe hougs
gommanion-wich Shudt : Oh anhours walking wish. Chrifk -
s more; than :adl the 'world. - I'appeal.co thole: fouls thag
" havebeen acquaiited widh this, whether would you havg
Joft firelsan hour that yen have been converfing with’ God
dorall the world ? what wotld you rake for che enjoymeng
&f tuch an hour as chat is ¥’ Oh’not thouiand thoulands f
.wtorldé: @ gracious-heare would not take for {opme.. hoy
that -ic hath in enjoyment of communion “with'God mn -
‘walking with him Ol‘;sgl)g:g’s4ig‘fjui‘;e,{'v#eetnefs in wal-
kingwichGod.  Flidke §agreatdeat-of good to be hadin
"~ walking wichthe Saincs, as fometimes I have, told yep of
D> X dplow thas witsth+ Marryr, w_r’eghe‘cg’:h:ej;p‘é Jiﬁﬁ;‘w '
- irejoycdd chadever wds puc, in p #1 theid td TIERE K
shar.Acgeb of Gou Jebr Brafror & NOW it De- tomigrea-
- blaso- Have cotnpiufiion With -the “Suihits thowgh in pu
-@hbow.weeris it to haye Camebiuniol \ A Lo m;ﬁé;.
Aing wich- b I-teiemBér'T hava'read of 3 Ring, thac
R SR G : omse -



290  Of Walking with God,

once beholding Plato walking ug) and down with other.
Phylofophers, he cries ont thus;0 bife! this is life and true
bappine[s 3 yonder i true bappinefi:he did not look upon his
Kingdom asaffording a life to him, and as affording that
happinefsas hedid beleeve Plato and the Pbylofophers had
converfing one wich. another about Phylofphie.; as if he
fhould fay; >cis not the Kings of the earth thac live the hap-
py lives, bue thefe Phylofophers that walk and converfe

- thus one with another,” Oh then what life and happinefs

‘Gen. doth cleerly fhew, w coming
‘Veaanx wich Abvabarm, and co be @ Gods

P~

icis for the foul to waik ur and down with God, and to
converfe with God himfelf

fhadow of dearh in relpeét of outward afflictions, yet wal-
king with God is that that will fhine upon thee, and wil
{weeten thy heart even when thou are walking in the vally
of Bacha, and in the fhadow of death. In the.7. of the
‘Rewvel, Se whether Jefus Chrift leads the foulin walk;
with him, The Lambwobich s in the midft of the Throne
Jeedtbem, andballeadsbem unto lia
ters,and God foal wipe away al tears from their eyes, Thus

Wwhen theu walkeft wich Jefus Chrift, he Jeads thee to the

living fountains of waters that comfort thee s che comfores
that thou hadft in the world were but as

, , ut asdirty - puddles 3 bue
thofe comforts that thoy haft in Chrift when thoy walkeft
‘withhim, they are the fountain of living wa

ters. Thaeks
the third _chin%_ wherein . the excellen of walking wi
fts,

‘God confi he abundance of ;bul-gtisfa&ion té’uz tln
hearthathin God, o . '
g  Thefourth Brcellency.,

this, s afpecial part ,
doth malbe woith us ypon which the very bleffing of the cove-
nant dotb ingreas part degmd:as thacScriprure in che 1 7. of

ere God 15 coming to make a com

) ~ €

what though thoy Walkeft in .
thevally of Bacha, yea what though thou walkeft in the

ving fountains of wa-

The fourth Excellency that thete is in walking wich God i
er:)?be covenant on oxr part shat God . -

0 him and cahis
: foed ; .
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feed 5 what’s that God requires of Abrabam now ? Walk be=
fore me,and be upright; ThenIam God alfufficienc, and I
enter intocovenant with you, tobe a Godtoyou, and a
Godto your feed, Walk before me andbe upright. As if
thac were all the thing that God look’s ar, thac you fhould
walk wich him and be uprighc: [then] you fhal have the
blefling of the Govenant. Oh thisis agreat excellency, cthac
icisa {pecial part of the Covenant chac God makes wich
his people on their part : and then on his part, he will be
"a God unto them. What was it that God requir’d in

the 6. of Micab, 6,7. verfes,there you may fee how God

Prizes walking with him, thac ic’s ehe greac thing chac

God doth look ar, ‘whereas there were'fome that faid, -

Wherewith fball 1 come before the Lord, and bow my felf be=.
fore the bigh God 2 fhal I come before bim with burnt offe~

" woith thoufands of Rams; or with ten thoufands of ‘Rivers
of Oyh fhal 1 give my firt born for my tranfgre(fion, the fruis
- of my body for tbe fin of my fonk 2 What fhal L do co pleafe
God ? Mark inthe 8. verle, ‘He batbh fbewed thee, O man,
what is good: and what doth the Lord require of thee,but to
do Fuftly, and 10 lcve Mery, and to WA LK bumbly with
thy God? Asiif he thould fay, This is thegreac thing,co walk,
with thy God; not only to exercife fome particu-
. lar grace of thy Juftice, and Mercy, butin general, towalk
with thy God; Never el me of any thing thac you
‘would do for me, but in the conftant courfe of chy life, walk
humbly with thy God. ~ This therefore was the camfors of
ekiad when he had che meflage of deach come to him, 1n

. the 38.of Ifa.‘Remember O Lord (faich he) bow I bave

walked before thee in truth,and with a perfeth beart; be tur-

ned bis face to sbe wall, and (chetextcfaich) be weps (it

was for joy : D as if he fhould fay, Lord, it’s crue there hath
been many infirmiciesin me's buc Lord, 1 have walked be-
“fore theein tuch, and wich a perfectheare ;5 as if he thould
fay, Imay boldly challenge, and I do come now Lod to
challenge the good of the €ovenane; that thou wouldft ge-

member me according to the riches of thy mercy, for Lord -

Gg2 ‘ I have

fiﬂﬁl'? with Calves of a year old? wilthe Lord bé pleafed
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I have walked with thee - as if he thould fay, Lord, was
not that the thing thac thou didft require of my Father =

brabam 2 why Lord, I have walked before thee, and I have

been upright in fome meafure; therefore Lord, bea God

alfuthcient o me, Lord, remember thy Covenant, be a

God to me, be All in all to me beczule of this. Oh my

brechren! Is noc this worth ten theufaand thoufand worlds;

Thac the foul may be ableto appcal to God that ic bath

done that which is a {pecial thing. that ‘is requir’d in che

Covenant on cwr parts; and fouponicmay have che affu-
rance of Gods pertorming the Covenanton his part. -

The Fifth Excellency,
. Agd chen che fifth thing is,There i a bléﬂizd fafety in wal-
king with God, Asinthe 23. Pful. 4.there{ce the Prophet
Daypid that wasa man much exeicited in walking with G

faith he, Yea though 1 walk thrcugh the valley of the foadow
of death, I wil fear no evil, for thou ars with e, thy rod and

tby flaff doth comfort meyl amy walking wich chee, and though

1 be walking in the fhadow of death, Lle therelore fear no e-.

vil. Now isit not a blefled ching co be infafery alwaies with

God? Andinche 138. Pfal. 7. faich Duvid, Thosgh Iwalg *
10 the midfi of trouble,thou wilt revive me ; thou fhalt firetch

Jorshthine band againfi the wrarh of mine encmies: snd

shy right band fball faveme. No niatter wha vhe trouble be
fo God be wich the-foul; he chac walks uprighly walls
furely, inthe 10/ of che Prowerbs, 9. whereas ic’s faid of

the wicked chat they walk upon a {hare continually : in the

18, of Fob, 8. Thewick:dpalk upon afnave: The waiesof .

wickednefle that ycu walk in, they may {cem to be pleafany

and comicrrable to you, but cerainly you ate upon.a

fnare,and you may be carch’d a1 d undone forever, ¢ ough
peihaps thou haft efcap’d all chis while, yet chou art m

continual dangers, Every ftep (11ay) thou goeft on in the -
waies of fin, thou arr upon a fucre, and in danger to be.
carch’d co thy eternal deftiuciion; Bug hethac walks u

o I‘% "7'

T LT
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rightly, he walks furely, and chis is agreac execllency, for
aman to walk furely, I know I am in my way for I am ,
with God : A childdoth not fear what way foever, it goes
in, -if he can buc fee his father. Now the foul may know

) furely, 1dm in che right way, Iam.with God; and 1 am
fafe what ever danger comes, for ¥ am walking with God.

 TbeSixth Excelleny.

~ The fixth Excellency that there is in walking with Ged .
‘tsthis, From bence the[:ul comes to enjoy a boly boldnefs

and & boly familiarity wiith God.. Itmay be when the foul ’
| comes ficft to God, the prefence of the great God ftriks fome
~ fear, thereisfome dread-of the Majefty of God; But when
' the fonl hath ufed to convetfe with him, there is a holy fami-
» laricy chacthe foulhach with God, and ‘a holy bolduefle,
. ipcan havefree liberty tofay any thing to him now; and
this is the reafon thac fome now thac never knew what che
fpiric of prayermeant,and what the liberty of che foul in
. opening its felf o Gdd meant before, yet when they have
| come to be acquainted with the waiesof God; Oh what
i liberty have they chen in their {pirits to open their Hearts
" . toGod, yea, they can open their hearts toGod as. one
v friend to another. 1 remember its faid of 'Lutber, that
! whenever he was praying;he could fpeak ro God as to his
' friend, * In Fob,23.21. Acquaintnaw thy felf vith Him,
aud be at peace. Te foul comes tohave an acqudintance with
God, Qh what a phraleis here ! What, wequaint out felves
with God, that God thould be our acquaintance! I, God
is willing to be the acquaintance of the pooreft Chrtftian in
the world, poor men and woinen, and:Servants; and. o~
thers chat perhaps fome rich men. that is by them wil fcorn
their acquaincance, bug ghey accounc them rtather (Tas‘ics
fpoken of fome vile pe fic co be fec with the dogs of the
ock, yea, perhaps they be poor godly people, yet
they think 1t too muchi-debaling themielves fo have -any
kind of acquaintance with ghem: Well; buc che infinice
e se God

' ) '

N
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God though be is (o high thac he humble himfelf to be-
hold che very things thar are done in Heaven, yec this God
thinks not much to be one of thy acquaintance, ‘to be of
the -acquaintance of any one thar hath any godlinefs :in
them ; when we fee a greac man, a man of parts and ho-
nog come to fome. poor man and fhake him by the hand,
wewil fay , Look what an humble man is ths, that wiy]
befo familiar wich the meaneft of all, Oh! now acquaing
thy felf wich God, This is the bleffednefs of walking wich

God ;' the foul cames to havea familiar converfe with God,
and holy boldnefs, .

N The Seventh ‘Excellency,

The feventh benefic or Excellency that thete is'in- wal
king with Ged is this, The Communication of Godr fecrets,
‘He thac walks with God fhal come to know themind of God.

At’s impoffible for a man to take delighe in walking with

-anocher buc he mufk difcover fecres from him ; there’s rie-

ver any true friendfhip where chere is 3 clofenefs of fpirir,
. Butwhere there iscrue friendfhip they wil cake one another
and walk cogecher, and open their hearrs each to other: this "
is comfortable walking indeed, “Fhuys it is in walking
with God, thisis che blefling - of it, fuch fouls they have
the {ecrets of God revealed to-them, they-come to know
n:uch of the mind of God ; though they are weak in- their
nacural parts, yee (1 fay) they come to know much “of

Gods mind becaufe they aré with God. We reade in the

3. of Proverbs, 20. ‘verf. faith the holy Ghoft there, He
that walketh with wife men Jhall be wige . Then what |
fhall he be thac walks with God ? Surely if chere.be wifdom

-0 be learned from our walking with wife men, then there is
wifdom to be learn’d in walking wj T '

‘ alking wigh God : *Tis from hence
* thatmen that are fo weak in p € to have fuch ex-
cellent knowledg in the greac m of the Gofpel, and
youwonderacic; youfee fuch aifean fervant that a while
agoe could underftand sothing ac all

i Y&l naw comes to
) | - underftand
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underftand che great myfteries of the Gofpel, and that be-,
yond many great Scholers: How comes this topafs? He
walks wich the God of wifdom, and the God of wifdom
doth delight tolec out himfelf to him, and to open his
heare co him, _they cometo know the counfels of God be-
caufe chey walk withhim ; chofe Chriftians that keep clofe
toGod in a holy converfation walking with him, cercain~
ly they come to know more of the mind of God than o~

ersdos others thac walk loofly they know lictle of the

eat my fteries of the Gofpel, they may talk fomching of
them, bur certainly they have nota fpiritual infighc into

the Great myfteries of the Gofpel fo as thofe have that walk -

with God. .
: Theeighth Excellency. .

| .
Fhe eighth benefic of walking wich God it is, That fuch find

;

avour in Gods eyes for granting their petitions; for to bear
{ber'n intheir prayers.Inche 37. é’fal. 4. ver, ‘Deli{;b: tb“v‘;f:ll{
inthe Lord, & be fhal givve the: the defire of thine beart;
with God, and enjoy converfe and communion with him,
fo as ro delight thy felf with him, and he wil give thee
. 4hy hearts defie; thou fhalt have what thou wouldft have,
‘As now, if @' man hdve a petition to give to ahy great man,
€ he can bur obferve him in his walks, then he thinks. that
furely when he may have fuch an opportunity, now to
prefent it ashe hopesto have audiance, and acceprance of
the petition. 1 ;ememfper I ha;e read oi'ilt one that offered
€0 give agreat fum of mony that he mighe have but libe
tev%;:vi?petg::; thing in the K)x'ngs eare evengy day, why ? g
~caufe thereby he thought that he fhould have a"great many
people cometo him to defire his help for to prefer cheir

thacway.

 titions, and if he mi%mhave bue thac libertg he ihonld‘;t |
y

opportunitiesto prefent petitions to God ? and the Lord de-
lights in héaring of them. If a King will admit a man to
walk -with hirn,Gurely fuch a man whatfoever he prefents
s SN .-‘ "1_.“ » ) - . - ‘,s

o

: owthe foul that hath the libercy of .
walking with- God, what a priviledg hath he? and whac .
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it’s liketo fpeed, Now my bréchien, upofi thisground i’
is thus : you fHal fee a great deal of diffarence ina formal
profeflor’s prayer, & the prayer of a -godly manthac walks
with God ; the difference in the prayersof thefe two is

thus: Plefetic out by this fimilicude. You have your
beggers, andthey pray for'an. alms, butthey ftand at che -

door 5 byt if you have a fpecial friend, anp acquaintance
chat fhal; come to defire a favour from you, the ddoris
opened for him, you carcy him into the Parlour, -and chere
hé epenshismind co you, he hatha great deal of priviledg
fijote chan tire other : Both come toask a favour fiom-you,
bift6ut frandsac che dour, andche other islec +ingo -the
Porlour and walks up and dewn therey- and chere opens
his mind to you. Juft for alcthe world is there this diffe-
rence between the. prayers of fermal profeflors; and the
prayers of thofe.that walk with, God: Thofe.chac, make
Bt 4 meér proteflion of Religion,they. wil pray as others
do, buc they are like' bépgers ac.the door, tKey fee: nog
Gods face all the whilé, they kucckic may be, but the
door is not opened fot themto come in : Bur a gracioys
heart that walks with God, dothnot only ftand knocking
ac the 'door; “but it is ‘openéd and he conies inep che. Ps

fence Chamber; ‘ahd ‘thee faith God, What ischy regyeft

O chou fout ? "A%’Ra'ftiend Thould Leai anothes chac.is
‘his dear friend ftand knocking at she door,: he: prefently. or
pens che door ax}d' ‘caries him into the beft rgom:chat pe
Jhath; and ¢here faich, | Tell' mé ﬁf‘hi}i jeis ﬁy:g’pg.s_" wid
- haye!! i tor dble o dery yérs, and. thisis the privgled
%&hofé{thatare gracious and fﬁpfy,f thae. walk wich God,:
they hiave much priviledg .in prayer, muchbeneficchac
rayand frecdrit with Gad . llurance of Gods.grantingof
RE v:l?ﬁ??gmvhgﬁsil ey fost whwoll . -"(:).3‘;'*"'3_5:‘.3 U0
cepew bop Sud dsethgieln i £ ocdye Boo dirwr nnvise
b SR il Bxcelopen oo i gao

‘ S TP S (IS TERIE RV o  NEL A
- Ythe hifeh placé Theces this Exgellency ia thefols aville-
.+ dng with ‘Godf)n&fe im'cﬁ‘n‘eéd:gbxéa p% vt sepon she fou:.
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+As it was with Mofes, he:went up and was but with God
- fourty daies. uponthe meuot, and when he came dowh, his
 face did fhine that the paople were not able to behold it:
. Godappeared ina vifible manner to him ; But fpiriraally
. it’s true now, the foulthat is converfing wich God fourty,
. daies, yea, in the conftant courfe of his life, hatha beaucy
.a lufire, aglory puc upon it, and fuch a luftre and glory
’ ,thar thofe that have enlightened confciences and yet are
, guilty they aréicarceable ro bear the fight of them: AsI
. appeal to you, when you have given liberty to fome way
. of fin, and you have come intQ the prefence of thofe thae
. have been godly and:walked -very clofe with God,  hath ic
. not ftruck a terroc to you? for there isa glory and beau~
\ ty upon thofe fouls that do walk clofewith God, they do -
,Xgm in the midft of a crooked .and erce generatioms
What’s the glory of Heaven buc thie reflectionof Gods pre-
.fence upon Heaven thac makes it {o glorious ? And in its
. meafure a gracious hearc that walks . clofe with God bach
 the glory.of Heaven upon ic. ' '

The Tentb Excellency.

‘Tenthly, Gods prefence doth mightily att every grace,

. drawo forth every grace : (and thac 1 lay down as anocher dis
_&in¢t head-in che excellency of walking with God ) . Ifay,
.jcdraws forch every grace, the graces of the Spuitof God
arealwaieskepeinaction.: aspow,fice willdrawfice, The
. Lord being.of -infinice holinets, when the heait is holy o
. beingin the, prelence of God walking, wich him, (Efay,)
. all helinets muit goeds be. drawn fouh, avd mufk boadted.;
. agah: chis. wal pus a mighty. beauty uporimen,. whilé chey
. have. not only: grace in theie heants buc iv isatdeds. And
. chisisa great bldﬁng..co,vpayc' our. gragesi acted, dravay
fosth,, and enlangsd,, andthis dsclic boadfisof walliing with’

)

Hb © 0 The



298 Of Walking with God -

The Eleventh Excellency. -

‘And-belides, T be prdnce of God,and f.amiliarity of the foul -
18 walking with bim,wil make tve prefence of God neitber
atdeatl) or ) «dginent fbal ever be terrible to 1t. Thofe thet -
now v: alk with God and have niuch corverie with him,(1 ay)
when they conie o die; Gods prefence fhal noc be terible
to them; yex when Jefus Chiift fhal come n flamug fie
to revenge himielt upon thefe that kiow himnor, the pie-
_fence of Chrift fhal not be rerrible to them : Why ? Becaufe |
they walked with Chrift al the daies of their lives: In che

~ x1.0f Hofea.1o. verl. They fbal walk after the Lord be fbal
roarlike a Lyon.. Mark how thefe (woarejoyned tcgether:
wicked and ungodly men chey fhal tremble at the roarirg
ofa Lyon : buc for the Saints it fhal noc be terribleto them :
And how much 1s it worth, that when ‘God fhal appear
indeath, and ac Judgment here and hereafter, the terrour
of God fhal be taken away ! My. brethren,- God appears -
atdeath, and at the times of Judgment ordinarily in another -
manner than he doth in cthe uume of proiperity 5 - you fee -
no terror in Gods prefence now 3 but beware of 1t when -
death is approaching : wicked men when they lie upon -
their death beds, how terrible is the prefence ‘of God to -
them.then! but thofe-that walk with-God fhal not find it
fo: when they come to die, then God appears to thems
Now am I going to ftand before the great God, to havemy -
eternal eftate determined one way or other~- Bur what
Godisthis? Heis greatindeed; but heismy friend, Ihave
had converfe with him'al chie daies of my life ;' And fo, when
Imuft come to Judgment here comes Jefus Chrift wiclr his
thoufands of Angels in glory, but it is Chrift that I have con- -
verfed with al the daies of my life, chis Chrift hath been my
&i:adée:gm whom Iam. This walbe the comfort in walking -
wich. God. . . v e

The:-:
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"~ Thetwelfth Excellency.

. And'then, The end of the walk, that malkes it bleffed in-
_deed. Oh! how blefled wil thac makeic ! I’sa blefled thing
to walk wich God now 3 buc when you come to the End of
this walk you fhal find ic blefled indeed. 1fa man did
cometoenjoy Godat latt, thoughic was through never {o
many diﬂicultiesﬁyec-he had caufe to blefle God. If one
were going to poflefs a Kingdom, though his way were ne-
ver fuch a difficule way and hard, yer'the end of his way
would make it comforcable, becaufe it is to go and rake a
‘Kingdom: But now, youthat are walking with God, you
have comfor in your walk, butcheend of your walk, oh
thac wilbe glorious indeed ! icista poflelle a-Kingdom,
it is to have ehe.crown of glory fec upon your Heads 3 yous-
communion that you have with God here, icis buc as the
forerunner of that glorious Gommunion that you fhal en-
joy.with him togecher with the Saincs and Avgels toale< .
ternity. - ‘ e
And chus we have given you the Heads at leaft of che Ex~
cellency that chere is in, Walking with God. No maivel
though the holy Ghoft fets fuch commendations upon ‘E-
noch, Above al things, Thac he walked wich God, feeing
there is fo muchgood in it. 1 confeffe 1 bad thought not
to have lefe this Head without applying of it, and war-
ming it upon your hearts, thac you mighe walk {o with
Gog that you might not lole the comfort, and bleifing, and
- [weet excellency thatyou have had opened to you in wal=
king with God 3 only let tue fay chus much, Be in love
with ic3 Knew, there is no fuch good in any other path,
the Devil doth buc gul you, and’your own hearts 3 and, che
world doth but deceive you,if it promite any good ip any
other way that wil countervail this: Oh uo, the walking
with God iz isthe good ofa Chriftian, 1C’s his happinefle,
his glory, his commendations 3 "Oh that this may be re-
corc‘ijec_l of youas it was of Broch | And Enocl walked with
God, - -
o Hh2 - CHAP:
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- CHAP.. VIL. _
Fine Vfes of Exbortation, in walking with God.

N Ow we pr.oceed. . Some Ufe ] thal make of this ( bsief- -

Jy ) betore I go to che third .head, about Evidences of -
walking with God.. ) ‘

Thefirft V.-

Fift, Bl God.that be will be pleafed to walk thuswish '+
" bis:poor creatures ; blefithe Lord for bis goodnef to us:Hap- -
py are che Angels that ftand before the Lord: How happy are
wethen chat may havethis free converfe withGod | What, -,
we that were not only ftrangers but enemies to Goda while «:
fince, now to-walke with him. Oh!a blefled thingict is: :
. Let God be magnified for this his goodnefs to us,- .even He -
that humblech Himfelf to behold the things chag are done -
- in'Heaven, do but look upon the things that are' done in»
Heaven, .Pfalm. 113..and yet he will condefcend fo far .
to His poor cratutes even here on earth, as to walk wich -
them; were we indeed wholly freed from-fin it were fome- -

. what 5 bucwhile we are not only fo meanin our felves, but

fo finful, ‘and yet. that. God wil fo walk with' us,- this we - ~

have caufe to blefs God for if we fhould fee his face here-

after, tholﬁh we fhould never. fee him in' this world ; buc -

that God fhould not only .grant unto us this, Thac we -

fhould hereafter, aftera wearifome and-tedious pilgrimage -

here in this world come tofee His Tace, buc that we fhould .

have fo much converfe with him here; Oh magnified and -«
* blefled be the Name of God for.this. . -

The -

oo

|
|
|
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Tbe;{ecoﬁd V.-

Sccondly,What ftrangers are the moft pait of theworldte -
sbiis that 1 am fpeaking off.- That which 1 am (peaking of it’s -
a~riddle to moft men in the world, This- walking with
. God is but an empty found co moft men,yea,for the grea-
tett part of the world they walk (as the Scriprure fpeaks?)

" after cheir own counfels, you fhal find divers notable ex-
peeflions in_Scripture of che walk -of finners; of wicked '
men, - .

+ They walk- accordnq%' ' to theit own counfels.” They -
walkafeer the flefh. They walk afree their luft. They
.walk after che courfe of the world. - They walk in the - -
vanity of their minds. They walk contrary uato God. They
walk according to men.: - .

Yea, -That's obfervable unto this, That the holy: Ghoft
eondemns, not only walking according to the cowurfe of
the world, and as men, But to walk inthe wayof Kings

~ iscondemned in Scripeure : In2 Cbron. 28. 2.-1f to follow -
the courfe of any men one would think # might be moft

commendable the following of the King : buc here@sa charge -

againﬁ Abas thac he walked in the waies of the Kings of -
Ifsael : and che 2 Kingr, 17. 8. They walked intbe Statutes -
of the Heathen : herefs towalkas Kings watk,~and chen o -
walkin che Laws of Kings, God would not have any men *
walk in them any furcher than they are according to his -
own Statutes. Not to fay, it's"according to Law, and I
muft walk according to Law* : Noy this is charged to °

“ walk according to the practice of Kings, cr their Laws be= -
ingevil.* And ther's another Scrifmre inthe x Ringry15.
26.He did evil intbe fight of the Lord, -and walked in the
waies of bis fatber,andin bis fin whberewitb-be made Ifrael -
tofin, Ther's to walk in the way of great men,and that's con= -

. demned. . Secondly, to walk in the way of the Laws of*
the places where we live.. Thirdly, to watk according to
ouE fachers, thac's” condemned, -- Aad then latly; cowalk -

-
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. according to the common courfe of the world, cthat’s cou~
. demned ; and yec this isthe walk of finners. ~And furcher
The Scripture faith, Thacwicked men chey walk in dark-
- gefs: and they walk after their own. imaginations, apd in
. the vanity of their minds, they walk in lies, and cheir ,
hearts walk after ‘the fight of their own eyes, and they
walk after their covetoufnefs: We might mention neer
twenty fuch kind of expreflions in Scriprure, and thefe are
the walks of finpers : But the waies of the Saints, they are
. to walk withGod, buc chofe that walk in che way . of fin=
- mers, thatis, inthe vanity of their minds according to the
fight: - of their own eyes, after their covetoufnefs, and after
the flefh, and their lufts, and lafivioufnefs, and vanity, and
fuchkind of expreffion .as we havein Scripture, Certain-
ly they fha] have the end of their walk to be no other byt
. deftruction and eternal mifery. :

4 “Thetbird V. |
- ~Thirdly, What vile bearts are ours that are fo baclkgoard,

. towalk with God, feeing God is pleafed to admit of his
Saints towoalk, with him 2 eventhofe that are godly are to

- berebuk’d from hence that they fhould be fo backward to
. . come in to walk wich God ;' It is our glory, That is that
that would make our lives comfortable, itwoyld make this

. wildernefs of ours to be a paradice, it would make our Gar-
dens to be Edens,ic wonld make our Hou'es ro be Churches,

. and make the Church to be a Heaven to us, and yetwe are.
backward unto this. Oh that we would but confider of
- thiswhen weare in euf walk aud there have vain thoughs ;.
As ordinarily. men cthat are walking in their pleafant gar-

- dens, or it may be pleafant Rooms, Ofithe vanity aid fol-
ly of their choughts! I may.(peak to you, whodo you walk

. With. al this.while; when you area walkingin your gal-,
lesies, ot Patlours, or gardgns,. ot alone it the.fields, ‘who:
are you parlying withal?’ who are you converfing wichal ?
ate ot you walking many timeswith the Devil,and lr(na'-"
BT " King
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king provifion for the fleth? you fhould be walking wich
God : what are you the Saints of God? doth God offer
himf{elfto walk and converfe with you, and wil you walk
withthe flefh, and converfe with the Devil? and be rou-
ling of fin and wickednefsup and ‘down in’ your thoughes?
.Oh what a vilea~d finful thing is this ! The Lord humble
you for your finful walks, humble you thac are, Saints,
you fometinies have had fome walks wich God, why 1is it
that ydu walk’norore clofe with God ? yon complain’
omettesof your great bufinefs in the world, and octdfi-
onstocouverfe with che World thac yocuhave no timé foy
your Clemmunion with God j and yer when you are off
from che world, and when you have time alone wherein' -
you mighc converfe with Ged, -and when you have walks
tothe Citie and from the City -3gain; what Communion
mighc you have wich God! Eut Oh! how backward are
our hearts even unto this that is 6ar happisets, and our
glory ! That'sa third Ufe by vay of reproof even tothe
aints, which israifed from che confideration of the excel-*

A

lency thacthere is in our walking with God. - -
The Fourth Ufe. *

Fourthly,By way of exhortation, O let us keep clofeto’ '
God in oter walking with bim. - We reade of Peter, thathe -
faw Chrift walkingupon the water, and he wouldleap to -
Kim co walk wich him there = though it were in affli¢tionsto'
walk wich Chrift it fhould be comfortabletous. We reade
of Idolators, thac they would have their children pat§ -
through the fice to get their Idols 5 Oh let us be willing to -
pafsthrough any difficulties to get to God, the Lord is wil~
ling we'thoul cofnmunicate our felves to him,and he is wil~
lingto communicate himfelfto us, the Lord would com=
municate word" for word, promifé for promife, imbrace
for imbrace, if we would fieak to him-he' would Tpeak to
usy ifiweweould let out hearts to him, hewould let out

~ hisheascro us, -if we weuld promife co him, hewould'%
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i rdife.co-us. :The Lotd doth often cally usco walk wigh
i him ;- As fometimes familiar :friends: will call one another, -
. Come, let us walkout together, and thofe that . are very
i familiarand lovewng : though they may have fome bufinefs"
« yet they will lay ic afide, feeiuq‘ --their -deer friendscalls
: them to walk, they take fo much delight in it : many cimes
« God our deer. friend cals usy. Gome let us walk ouc coge-
.+ ther. - When Godatany. ume doth darcin a Heavenly
. +1thought into our.mimz, he doth ( as it were ) callyou
. ¢o walk wich him chere, and would have you follow thac
- «.choughe, :The following that Heavenly chought chat%
+ darted into. your minds, thac’s che anfwering of Gods
. call o walk with him. . Confider of this one note, Oh do
- motrefufe this, you donot.know how your lives may .be
- comfigreed chis way,and your hearts may be ftrengthened.

.The Fift Ufe.

.And thea the laft ‘hieﬁ:hu 1 fhall nameby way of Uleis
. this, If there be fo much Excellency in our walking with G dd
bere, what wil there be in Heaven then | If our -converfe
with him in chis world be{o {weet, Ohhow fweet fhall our
- . converfe withhim in Heaven be ! when wefhal walk with
bigyin white : when we fhall have our garments glorieus
indeed, and our fouls fit to convesfe with God,  Now the
_wuthis, weare very unfic to, converfe. wich the Lord, bew
caufk of our blindnefs aod darkpefs, - we do not know
-God.. As now, leran ignorant man. come to conver{e wish
alearnedman, he getsbug very liccle good, for heis anot ag
" bleto putaqueftionro him, norable to underfrand, whag .
_ theman iaith,gfpeciallz if he fpeaks.any depth of -learnipg
him. So, many thatare very weak when chey.are in
difc ugfe wich thefe chac arg Raong and, gedly,. they ape
notablg to make thar ufefos. theicdifcourle, asochegs: can, -
and it’s.a great, excellency. for one to, be.ahle o imprave
his conperig, wichdame manthas have abiliciey and, frenggh,
-ebeableC l&qm—mmmeumﬁm
oo celleney
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sellency. Alas! wearenotable to improve our converfe
with God here: buit in Heaven we fhall be able to improve
o converfe with God, We fhall knowas we are known,
we fhall underftand God, if God doth but communicate
himfelf we fhall be fit to receive allthe beamsof his glory
thag he thal be pleafed co let ouc, Oh that wil be an excel.

lesk thing indeed when we fhal be alwaies walking with A

God, and converfing wich him continually. Saith Bernard,

inche gracious vifitations of the Spiritof God to his foul,’

How fowees if it mere not fo little! buc chen ic fhal be conftant, -

. we fhall chea follow the Lamb whicherfoever he goes, and

walk with him in white according as he {fpeaks. Now the
€hurch ceies ous and faich, Ob draw us,and wewileun af-
terthee, The fpirit of God bad need to draw us here : but
tbem we fhal have no fuch need of drawing, but we fhall
ofouz felves, from the inclinacion of our own hearts, be
alwaies walking and converfing with God, we fhall have
noching elfetodobuc to walk continually with the Lord,
Iwill walk inthetrath, unite my bears to fear thy Name :
®Pfgl. 86. 11. It>s an excellenc-Scripeure, I will walk in
thy Truch faich the Propher, Oh unitemy heare to the fear

of thy Name. . As it he thould fay, Ifindmuch {weecnefs

and good in walking inthy Truth here, Oh Lord unite my
heart, to the fear of thy Name, Lord keep me alwaies
here, it’s %oodbeing here, as Peter iaid when Chrift was
transfigured in his glory : So, when the toul is walking
with God, it faich, it is-good being here. Well, when
thou comeft to Heaven thou thalc alwaies be wich the Lord
as che Scripture {peaks, .and therefore from the excellency
thatthou findeft here, learn to long after Heaven, where
thou_ fhale be continually wich che Lord; and take only
thisone note for the fecting out of the excellency of Hea-
ven, and I confefs only. fuch as have had much fweetnefs

{o walking with God here, will underftand what I mean by -

_ thiss As fuppofe thac all thefe {weet manifeftacions of
God o thy foul here, and ajl the darcings inof the Spirit
of God, all thofe {oul raviﬂsil;g_joys that thon haft bad,

. - 1

fugppofc
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7 fuppofe they were put all cogecher, thatthou hadf chem
9;1? g(v{t aga’i’n ac d;%u inftant, vvhat a comfortable time
. wonddicbe! At fuch a timg may fome foul ("that knows
what the meaning of chis point is ) fay, Oh the {weec com-
rhunionI had with Ged! I would givea world to have i
again: Well,thouhadt ic once, buc ic was quickly gone,
and thou haft had it a fecond and a third time, yea, many .
. times when I bave been with God I have had wonderful, &
maclous letrings out of God to my foul, Oh chat I had
g:magain 1 "Well, fuppofe thou hadft now in chisone
quarter of an hour all the comforc ard joy that ever thou
hadftinall chy life, put all che times vogether, whet a .
cqmforcable quarter of an houre. would chis be! Nowin-
Heaven to all eternicy thou fhalk havethat -ina kind -
infinitely more chan chac for millions of yeers,even for ever.
Oh whatwill Heavenbe ! It Ithould fec out Heaven toa
carnal man 1 muft tell him of Crowns of glory, And there .
be fhal fee glorious fights, he fhal be freed from all kind
ef forrovvs, apd chese he fhall have a om: Buc#f I
would fet out Heaven toa Sainc, I muft tell him chis, He
fhall have commubion vvith God, and all thofe foul-ra~
vithing comforts that he hath had in the prefence of God: -
inghisworld, hefhallhave them all together, and infinie-
}y more than them, Oh this is thac that wvill malee cherr |
opls long aftex Heaven, and fet prize upon it

E]

” " CHAP. VIIL, = -

" Ten8everad Bidences of amany Wak’ngwitbeod. g
We having fet out unto ydu_d\e excellency of walki

Him? Ifhal further fer out to you the Evidences of thofe .-

menand Women thac doyvalk vyich Ged, '

.
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.o U T hefirfi Bidence _
Qoe thac walks wich God, Ir oniethaddepends noz much
wpon fenceor reafon in the conrfe of bislife - 1fay, one that
i abowe the waies of Sence and Reafonin his courtfe, he
 hath received a principle to go higher,. Moft men in the
workd :hz:w according to fences ‘and chierefore the
Seriprure faich, They walk according to che pleafure of theit
eyss. Busrow, one that walks with-God, his waik lies
o eyond Bence;: and jabove Reafon 3 “though ‘things of
"Sence feemeo go this way or that way, quiteeroffe to him,
thoughl Reafon feem togoquite croffeco him, yee ful
e Hiearx 15 1ot in a hurry, buc he hath thae that can quite
hio Hleary though Sence and Reafon feem to be contrary :
aCor. 5.7 there you fhal fee che walk ofagodly man, For
wewalk by faitrand nosby fight, faich che Apoftie; be~
figlic, eichier beyond our fight of Sencé, or the fight
of Reafon ; we walk by faich. But now, thisis a greac
point, ‘a Chriffan walking by faich, and therefore 1 in-
tand co fipeak co that by itsfelf from tins very. text, ( God
~walling )" in another Treatife: 4
Y ]

. TheSecond Buidence |

- Queshat walke with God, yos foal find bins in privase sbé
. famse thad bedoinpwblick ; whatever holinefs doch appeac i
fuck a orie befexe others, in hiswalking irfche world, if you
trace hirg and follow him in his privace courfe’ yt 'Laf
find him the fame mam as you doin publick ; 'Why? be?
aufe he hath nor to deal wich man {o much, be hath to
deal with God in al his waies, when he hach any _thitg
w0 dobefoie rhers, - he walkd with €od, and wheén he
alonebk ié the fame fan fil. -Inthe 101, Ppal. e w
. Wawvid>fiith there concesning his walk in private ih - his
maily ; Towid bebave my fclb" wilelyina purfosd way (fatblgb’)
. . ' z .

-
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" Qb when wilt thou come unto me ! 1will walk within my
bou(e with a perfets beart. Asifbe fiopld fay, I will not

* walk when Iam abroad only, wich a Perfe heare, buc I wil,
walk wichin my houfe wich a perfe&t heart.  Fhere are
many people thac whenthey are abroad in the world -they
{eem to be very ftrict intheir way, but follow fuch.men to
theit boufes and there you fhal find a greac deal of diffe-
rence. You wilfind many cimes as much- difference be-
tween.the courfeof men when they are abroad,and:in their -
boute, as you find in theic cloaths ; you fhal have ma-
ny men and women when they go abroad they wil be veryy
neat, and choygh chey-have bug lictle means, yer ehey wal -
lay 1 upon theix backs fo thac they may be fine abread ;
but come to them in cheir families, and they care noc
what cloachs they weare there: It is juft fo in regard of
their lives, thejr fives have as much difference as their
cloaths: When they are abroad then they put.a good
face on thingsand feem to be very fair in their converfati
ons, and ipeak good things, but ac home there they are
froward and perverfe, and perhaps in their paffiors, wil
fwear, there they are prophane, and ungodly, and vemt:
_their corruptions i7 a mott ungodly. manner ; doeft chow
walk with God? ¥ cthou hadlt to deal with God thom,
wouldft be the fame in;thy family thac thou art abroad,
thac chy wife, children, and fervants in thy family mighs
giveasgood a teftimony, of thee as when chou art abroad
with others: Yea, and if ye could retive wich them into
their very clofets you thouldfind them the fame chere in 2~
ny duties of Religion.- You #hal have many -when chey.
comeabroad and joyn with others, Oh how ped ard
they ! yesdead and dul when they are at home either in .
faniily ‘ot clofer, yea their own coniCiences tels them fo.
Thofe that walk with God wilbe as {piricual in the one as
in the other ;. it may be when they be with others, becaufe
they are tobethe mouth of others they wil fute themielvés
accarding to thofe they pray with 3 yer whenthey age alg: -
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"and in their family their hearts are as fpiricual and as ho-
“ly in their dutiesas when they are with others: why ? be- -
caufe they have todeal with God inal : and that® another:
Evidence of one that walk with God, that heisthe fame in

private as he is in publick, ' S

The third Evidence

A manthat walks with God batb a ferious fpirit : wal=
king with God wil compofe the fpirits of men and women,
wil rake off that loofnefs and vanity of fpiric: Therefore -
walking in the vanity of the mind, that’s quite croffe to wal-

“king with God; as inthe 44 of the Epbe. 17 there it’s fpo-
ken of wicked men, it’s faid chac they walk in che vanity
;of cheit minds : Al wicked men they vvalk in the vanity
of cheir minds ; then al thofe that walk with God walk in
the ferioufnefs of thew minds: ic muft needs be that chey
muft have a ferioufnefs of fpiric in al their waies, for ic%
with God that they have to'deal withal, they take not thac
liberty to run this way or that way as others do. If fer-
vants be walking one with another chey can rake [iberty to
go out of their way and talk with this or che other body as
they pleafe: Butifa fervant walk with his Mafter or Mi~
ftres, hemuft not take thac liberty but muft go aschey go,
‘So, many.thacvvilk only vvith the crearure they take Itber--
* gy torun up.and dovvn asthey pleafe 5- but thofe that vvalk
wvith God, they mult have compofed {pirits, and vvalk'
* ferioufly, and though they may vvalk fecioufly, yet cheer-
fully : 1befeech you confider of this: For that Chriftian:
knoves not the vvay of Chriftian-rejoycing that doth not
knovv hovv tomyx it vvith ferioufnels; yea, ‘Senecha thac
vvas a Reachen could fay, Foy, it s a ferious thing ; -there -
is a kind of ferioufnefs in true joy , for che joy of a Chriftian
" s mot frothy, it isa compofed joy :* As thusnovv, It fe--
rious. ' s 2 -
Ficft, A Choiftianin hisjoy heisable go- command him-
fe¥f, he canlet outhis joy fofar;. and yet at a beck he can-
- m-
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commuand himfelf co ehe moft fpricual chwy in the wor 1d
from his joy, he doth noc profufely lec out his heart fo as
hecannoccalicinagain.  Certainly, thou doft not Joy asa
Chriftian if thou canft noc take off chy heart from ereature
joyes, God gives thee liberty to be merry, but fo, asto have
gunder thy command, as thou fhalc be able o cal thy
heart off from it to the mofk feriousducy in the werld.

~ Secondly, He cannnot only command himfelf to holy du-
ties in the midf} of hisjoy, but he finds himfelfthe ficcer for
holy duciesby ic : now this 1s a ferious joy ifit be no other
than I can command my felf off from i, and thac thac fits
me for that which isboly :  Chriftians had need take beed of
frochinefle, flightvefle, and vanicy, for certainly the wal-
king with God. cannot but make themfevious, and chofe -
that are flight and vain, furely they do noc conwerfe with
God, for Godisfuch a ferious obje thacit’s impofible
buc ic muft worka ferioufnefsin the fpirits of men.

“The Fourtb Bridence.

Thofesbas walk, with God, tbey walk_ in nevonef of life:
For this is not ous walk nacturally, our walking with God is
chac chag comes upon a mighty converting that God gives

- to our {pirits : our walk marurallyic is ‘wich ol Iufts,
and with the Deyil, and in the way coHell;  but one thac
walks with God walks in newneffe of life : as the Scrip:
ture { peaks in the 6; Rom. 4. He walks according to SE
Rule of the npsw Creature. Inthe 6. Gak 16. Sindas many
a0 walk according to thié Rale, peace be onthem, and mercy,
Youwilfay, What rule doth the Apoftie mean hete? ‘T
confefleodinarily you have it applied to chis, The walk ac-
cord ing o the Scraprures : Igrant it, that’s a truth, Thas the
Woud of God thould be che Rule of our walk, and’ofénit
lives, and thofe thae walkk aeccqording to thac Rule fhil
have peace. ButIdonot-think that co be the meu?of
chis text, bue the {Qope is to betaken from the weede of the
form ec vewie; for fakh he inthe 15. vdc,h%
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neitber Circumcifion availetb any thing, nor Unctircumci-
fion,but a new Greature. And as many as walk according
tothis rule, (thatis, ccording to the ruleof the new Crea-
tyre 5 not ftanding fo much upon external changs, either Cir=
cumcifion or Uncircumcifion, not ftanding {0 much tpon
outward duties, though in their kind they muft be ftood u
on; But the main thing that is to Be ftood upon, it is, The
walk of the new Creature; and chofe that walk accordingto
the rule of t he new Creature, thofethac adt the new Creature .
in their walk ) pegce bewunto them. - And that’s the fourch
thing in the Evidences of a Walker with God ; He walks in
newnefs of life, and foaccordingtothe rule of the new Grea-

ture. .
: The Fifth Boidence.

When be batb to dsabwisk the Creature be dosb qluickb' i
paffe through the Creature unto God. Any one ‘(Ifay)
that is acquainced with this myftery of godlinefs in walki
with God, though while he isda this world, he hath to dea
as other men have, with che Creatures, yet he wil not ffick’
in the Creatuses, but foon paffesfrom the Creaturesto God:
Asthus, he receives {weetnefs from the Creatures as wel as
others, buc. when he hath received, or is in receiving the
{weetnefs of the Creatures, his heart isupon God, Ohthe
{weernefs chereisin God ! Is chie Greature fo fweet ? how
fweeris God then? Whenhe i in company with friends,
is it fo fweet co have fociety with men ¥ how fweet is it to ..
have fociety with God then? And when he hath comforts
na wife; Oh what comfort “is chere in the comforts of my .
-Husband Jefus Chrift! And when he hath comfort in'a -
fweet habitation ; Oh wha comfoxt is there in God our
habitation ! he is not mufling in the world, in che crea~
ture, but he relies upon God in al chac hedothinjoy : Now
thofe thac when they have any thing in the Creacure there -
they ftck ; chefe are not acquainced with chis way of wal-

T
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The fixth Ewvidence.

Amanthat walks vith God, be loves to be much retir’d
fromtheworld. 10strue, hemuft follow his occafions in -
the world, hedoth that in obedience unto God, buc excepe
he may have his retired times he knovvs not hovv to live,
it’scrue, vvhen he is in his calling he wvalks wvith God
there, hecarries his hearc Heavenly : There’s a greac deal
of difference, torone to vvalic wvich a friend in company
vvith others, andvvhen they are alone, though it’s rrue,
thac while the Saints of God live in che vwvoild they muft
converfe vvichthe men of the vvorld, and chey have fome-
vvhat of God there : but chough they have fomevvhac of
God there, yetthac’s not {o muchas vwhen God and cheir
fouls are alone, this is that chac is exceeding fvveer and
comforcable to them, therefore they have cheir retired cimes
of meditation ; and recired cimes of prayer; asvve reade
of Ifaac, be vvent out into the field ro medicace, or to

ray, for fo meditation and prayer istaken fometimes in

ipcure for all one ; Ile powr forth my meditations to thee,

faich David : thacvvas his prayer; So, becaufethey thould
be both joyned together, Ifaac went ouc- intothe field to -

medicate. Thofe that vvalk wicth God if‘they live in a
houfeand have no retic’™d rooms, they go abroad and
have fome tixe or other cobe recir’d by themtelves 5 vvhere~
as you have other men, they knovv not hovvto fpend any
" petived times, vvhen they are alone cheir minds vvander chis
wvay ot that way, and they gaze after every feather chac
ﬂies,. and it% a prifon for them cobe alone, and they vvon-
der that men and vvomen vvil fhut up cthemfelves alone,
furelyits but their melanchollinefs. Ohpoor vvretch,
thou knovveft not vvhat vvalkschey have,they are notalone,
all this time, they vvould be loth to gwe theirretired
simes forall the times of chy Jollicyand Bravery; Thou
shinkeftif chou becft abroad in company. and there art
feafting, and baving good cheer, and mufick, and ralking,

o - and
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- and laughing that this is a brave life, chey would be loch
tochange their retired cimes for the cimes of thy greaceft
lity with chy companions: One that walks wich God
1o loves fome resic’d cimes as wel as co be bufie in the bufi~
nreffe of the world. L
, The feventb Evidence. _
Qne that swalky with God, beis carefal 1o make even bis
: atcom%f_: with Ged, be deih keep bis accomprs with God e~
aeri. ‘Thisisa{pecial ching in walking with God, when th
Hedpwn to confider; Aremy accomptseven with God ? 18
there ' nothing - amifle becween God and my foul 2 -whae
hath been this day between God and my {oul? For how
&ihgwo walk together excepe they be agreed as the Pro+
phes faith : - Therefore chey are very careful tokeep theie
ent with God. Indeed Jefus Chrift the great Res
' conciler hath ficft reconciled their fouls to God and fo
they come to walk with him: buc chen afterwads in the
cOutefe of their lives they muft keep up cheir apreement with
. @ofl, and not to runin arerigeswich, and fo to beinfnay
ted in the world, and infnared in thg corruptions of their
~ own hearts, as that men and women wil be, ' if they be
ot careful o keep cheir accompts with God even daly,
They wil infhave eheir {ouls in the world and.in the
jufls of cheir-own hesres: cill God and their fouls come to
be i rs; yea tikthey be afraid almoft'co think of God ;
Here’s che reafon thac many people are lochto come-to
. prayer; loth to come to duties of communien with God,
whiy ? Bééante ehey bave noc kepe cheir accompts even witli
God,: bt bave run 1n ateriges with God, -and cheir-hearts
are intangled in the world, and in their lufts) awd now che
mﬁe-bf God-¢omes to beé certible. 20 them; Oh. poor
. oy that thou arY, what thou thac aro a.Cheftmn. and
© yerGit fudlra caleithiat che prefence of God fhowld. be gric
vous 16 thee -Oh thy condition is fad indeed:| .whereas
thol) o\t be glad whon shod . thinkeft of: God, -1 war
- 4.'.':“0 K k 8{“

| S - _
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ilad when they (aid, Come let us go wp to the boufe of&ix

ord : But one chat keeps not his accompes with God even,
his retired times are grievous to him, Indeed he dares not bue
have recired times, mc i’s geievous co him, why ? be-
caufe he hach not kepe his accompts even with God ; But
the foul chac keeps even with God, Oh thac foul rejoyceth

in thofe times, when it ist0 goto God, or doth buc chink of
God. Thats a fpecial thing in a man or womans wal-

king wich God, keep ‘thew accomprs even: And I
befeech you obferve it, As it’s an Evidence, fo it may be

ivenasa Rule to help you to walk with Ged, Oh be care-

1 of keeping your accomptsdaily : Though this point
that I am creating upon, is perhaps lictle underftood by
many, yetif{o be that God would by his Spirit work ‘your
heartscothis, to keepyour accomptseven with God, you
would know more of the meaning of this point. .

The eighth Evidence.

. That the more fpiritual ény Truth isyor anyOrdmance &,
or any Campany s, the more dotb the foul delight in it : One

that is ufed co God, and conveifes with God, when fucha

one meets with a truth that hath much of God in it, Oh how
ic clofes with that Truth! when it meess wich an ordi-
nance that hath much of God in it, when i meets wich

ny thac hath much of God in it, how doth chis

foul delight inic! This is futable to the heart chat conver-

fes much wicth God, faith thefoul, Ihave had fweer walks
with God, now me chinks I come into fach aCompany,
I fee the very Image of Godin thefe, and Oh how fweet
and delightfom are chefe to me! and {o for Truths, -and
Ordinances, . the more. fpiritual they are the more fuch a
- one doth delight in them : whereas a carnal hearr chat
walksaccording to the flefh, in the way of the wocld, if

there be fome Truchs thac have fome kind of humanity in.

them : as now, fome folid difcourfe thac fhews ftrength of
reafon, or ftrengeh-of judgment in a fermon, he w&:‘k_‘e
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delight inchat, if cherebeany Wic, Rhetorick, Eloguence
he takes delighc in chac 3 bucfor fpiritual cruchs chere’s no
fuch delight in them except they be cloathed with fome
‘bumaneexcellency. But now, thofe thac are {piritual, che
more fpiricual any ching is, the more delight they take in
ic: As for Ordinances, they are but dry meatco chofe chat
are carnal exceps there be fomethin§ external 3 bring cthe
Oxdinancesinthe plain fimplicicy of che Gofpel to nglem,
whexe thereis only communion of Saints, fitting about
a Table, and eatinga piece of bread, and drinkinga liccle
‘wine, they {eeno excellency there: Buta gracious hearr,
the lefs of man he fees in an Ordinance, and the more of
God, the more he clofes wich them, and takes delight in
them : here’s one now thac walks wich God. -

The Ninth Bvidence.

A maptbat walks with God,is one that walks in.al} the
Commandements of God. Endeavours to walkin thém he-
forehim, and blamelefs before men :inthe 1 of Luke, the: 6,
it’s {aid of Zacharias,and Eligabetb, They were botb righ=
teows before God, wall@ni in all the Commandements and
Ordinances of tbe Lord, blamelefs : here’sa walking with
- God,not only to walk in fome one thing, but in all Com+

*mandements, . and Ordinances of God, and not only fo, but
blamelefs before men too ; though it’s crue, the chief work
.that hehath, icis, inconverfe with God, yet heis careful
fo as to be blamelefs before men, becaufe it concerns much
the horior of God that he fhould beblamelef? before men :
Zcbayias and Eligabeth they \were walkers with God, .and
their lives are deicribed fo thac they were confcionable in
all , che I‘(IIOmrnangs of‘God, andl walk&d .blamele(s before
.men, Nowaswegoalong, apply it, Canyoufay, Lord,
Hqc‘al thar knoweft al things, knoweft, that Zhete’sﬁ)rooﬂh
~mand of thine, nor no Qrdinance of thine; buc my foul
qu with,and 1defire o fpend my life in them, and to
_walk blamekfly before men? There’s a great many that

o Kka {peak
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.qumuchof walking before God, and of the Ordinan-
¢6s.of God, and y®s come-to them before men, and tt

- ygrecarclefs and negligent : ¢ do but hearken to what the
FLord fpeaks chis day co thee ) Certainly thou never knew-
eft whacic wasto walk wich God except thou doeft walk -
blamelefly before men too. -

.. Tbe Tensh Evidence, Openedin five Patticulars, -

See but how the Scripture def¢ribes the walk of the Saints
-with God 3 thereare fome four or five particulars thac I fhal
snfift upon, wherein I fhal open fome Scripzures, defcribing.
the Saints walk with God. :
Asficft, Their walk it isa walk of Humillicy, a way very
humble. The heart thac walks with. God muft needs be
humble in the prefence of God; you know the place
me 6.0f Micab, He batb fbewn thee,O man what be would.
badrve thes to do,To walk bumbly with thyGod: that™moare
than the offering of thoufands of Lambs, orten thoufand
~ Riversof Oyl, Towalk humbly ‘with thy God: A prond
man or woman rever knows whac it is to walk with God. -

But the walking wich Goud caufes much humility, ‘chere’s
wno fuch thing in the world to humble the hearr ofa, man
asxohave converle. with G od, do youfeea man proud ahd

. haughty, and high in his carriage, furely you may con-

ih:i chis man heh little converfe with Gud: faich $ob, I
bawe beard of tbae by the bearing of the eare, bt viow bave
mine-eyes feenthe:whac then?l abbor my (elf in duft & afpes.

- Secondly,” Aneether thing thac the Scripture fpeaks of. the _
walk ofa Chriftion with God, it is , Uprightmefs ;" Walk be-
Jore mejand bewp,right.. 1 might give you rwenry Scripeyres
for chat, how up rightnefs isthe walk ofa Chriftian with.
God . P’le give you only one about this, and that isin che

. Epift. of gobn,.g,.'lverfe, there it is expreft in the new Te~
iamenc,bywall@'ngin the sruth : and fo formetimesin the

Old, ebe walking inuprigh mefs, and walking in rbe Truth;
is fomewhat the fame:1rejoyced greatly ( faich the Apoftic)
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poben the ‘Bretbren came and teflified of the truth that is in
thee,even as thou walkeft in the truth: So that this furely
hath reference unto walking according to che tsuch of the gof~
pelin the truth and fincerity of our hearts : They teftified of
. the truth that is in thee:Thatis, the Word of the Gofpel that
did prevail in thy heart, and prevailing in thy hearc thou
" didft walk in the ftrengch and power of thac Truch, & accor-
ding co the cruth 3. here’s a walking with God.  And no
_ marvelthoughthe foul ofthis manwas info good acon-
. dicion as indeed it was ; for youfindin the 2. verfeof this
' Epiftlea very ftrange expreflionof Fobn concerning this
\ Gaiws : whatdoth he fay of him? 1 wi]hs’fauh he)above al
things, thatthow mayeft profper andbe in bealth even as thy
foulprofpereth. Tt feemsthis Gains had buc a poor, weak,
fickly body : bucavery good foul he was 5 and faith Fobn,
1 wifh chat thou mayeft profper evenas thy foul profpereth,
| 'Oh that thou hadft butas good abody asa foul! It>sa ver
" ftrange {peech. Ir werea curfe to many of you Yam afxaic{
. BucFobn could fay concerning Gaius, Oh that this man
» Gaius had asgooda body ashe hatha foul !" And how came
he to have hisjoul toprofper ? He walkedin the trurh, and
according to the truch 3 andal that he did was in the truth
" and fincerity of iis hearr, hence his foul came to profper : ,
and thofe that have but very weak parts, ye:if-they walkin
“the truth, theit fouls wil pro(per. - - valx
~ The Third ching is, Walking in the fear of God. And
indeed, thefe two are very neer a kin one to another, foyou
haveitinthe 5. of Nebe. g. verfe, Alfo 1faiditis not %004

‘that ye do, Ought ye not to W A L K in the fear of onr God?
and he gives an arguiment thert, Becdufk of the ‘reproach o
the Heatben. So may I fay toall Chriftians, that woul
profefs themfelves Chriftians and godly ; ought not yeto
walk in the fear of our God? whatfoever - other iven do,
they do thus and thus, and feek to follow their own ends
"and waies, butought not Y'E towalk in thefearof our
God? that’sche walk of ‘a Chriftian, the fearof God it is
continually upon him. Aud obfesve, we readin the 9.f
¢ 0
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of the Atks, of the walk of the Chriftians in the Primitive
times tpon which they came fo to grow up in che waies of
odlinefs as they did, at the 3i. verfe, the text faich,

bad the Churcbes reft througbous al Fudea lor Gallilee,

and Samaria, and were edified; Cand what chen?) They
walked in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the-
boly Ghoft, and fo came to be multiplied. Itsan excellent

e

~ Scripture; would you be builcupin godlinefs?ler the fear of

God be upon you, and if you walk in the fear of God, you
will walk in the joy of the holy Ghoft.

Obj. Youwillfay, Fear,thatmay binder our joy.

Anf. No, But the way to have true joy ia the holy
Ghoft it is, To walk in the fear of God, and though you
have a company of vaine and wanton Ipirits, thac are no~
thing but tor Jolity and Mirth, they cannot admic of any
kind of feriousnefs (chat we fpake to before :) But certaine

1y their Joylity it’s buc frothy and carnal, buc thole have

h
the beft Joy in cheir hearts (h);t walk moft in the fear of
God : WhenIfeea Chriftian have the fear of God upon
him, and chat in the whol courfeof hislife, then he will
have much of the comfort of che holy Ghoft.

Fourthly, The comfort of theboly Ghoft it’s joyned with
the fear of God : and if you fceany that talk never {o much-
of the joy thatthey have 3 it’sbut afrothy carnal joy ‘except
the fear of God be upon them ; Oh it will be a means to
convince others of the excellency ofthe waiesof .God
when they fhall fee Chriftians walkin the fearof God;

.thus faich the text, they were multiplied 3 there Were many
thac were convincd by it and did joyn with them, becaufe
they did fee fuch a {»eaut,y' and excellency in their w‘v’a{,

holy

- walking in the fear of God and in che ;{;y’ of the

Ghoft : and this wasat a time whenthey had much reft;

- many people it may be when they are in danger, then they

wil feem to walk in the fear of God : butmark, chis was in
“a cime when this people was freed from their danger, then
they walked in che fear of the Lord; and in the joy of the
holy Ghoft, that was encreafed ia them : And thisis che
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walk of the Saints in their walking with God.

Two or three thirgs more 1 fhal mention. As now,

The walk that they walk, it’s above : -The way of the
Saints ic ison high i’ a walk above-the world, they keep
themfelves on highaloft ina fpiritual way.: it’s true, their
hearts are humble before God, and yet they are on high too ;
though they look not upon themfelves as worthy of the
leaft crumb of bread, yet they look upon themfelves again
astoogoodtobe vaffals to the world, or to their lufts
and they look upon themfelves as being fet by God in too
higha condition to be fatisfied with all the world to be
their portion 5 their hearcs are lifted up on high te converfe
with the moft high God, and fo they come to be delivered
from che {nares of death that are below. -

Yea and alfo, The;endeavor to walkas Chrift walked :
asinthe 1 Epift. of Fobn, 2. 6, They walkas Cbrift bimfelf
walked, thofe that walkwith God. Whodid ever walk with
God {o as Chrift did? vvho had ever thac fellovvthip vvith
the Father and the Son fo as Chrift had 2 The Saints they
labor towalk fo as Chrift walked, to look upon Chrift as
the pattern of cheir lives. And foas Chrift was anointed
with the oyl of joy and gladnefle above his fellows 3 fo they
come to have fome of the oyntment run down upon them,
they come to have fomewhat of that communion thac Je-
fus Chrift had with the Father, Chrift had much com-
munion with the Father, in the conftant courfe of his life:
" Now the Saints laboring to walk as Chrift walked, fo they
come to have Communion with God. The Lord bring you
ino this walk, and keep you in fuch a blefled walk as this

is.
. Now for the Rules of Diredtion in this our walking
with God, that’s to be our fubje¢t in thenexc Chaptes.

CHAP.
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CHAP. 1X,
Fewelve Rules of Diretkion for walking with God.

‘Hac Rules fhould be obferved for ‘a Chriftian’s
walking with Godt You wil fay o me, You

have thewed tous, That it i a moft bleffed thing to walk,
with God, and we are convinced of it: Buc what Rules
may there be givenforic? .

“The firft Rule o

Be fure of this, That thére beno way of fininthee. Take
heed of giving way to any fin, efpecially known fin, though

1

icbea lictleone, though it fhould betuta fin of omiflion,

 the giving way to any known fin, will make the prefence
of God tecrible, and’ make al thy duties empty 5 wil e-
ftrange God from thy foul : there’s more evilin ic than thou
art aware of, thou canft have no communion with God

- whilethouartin any way of fin, efpectally if itbe againft
Light, The Jeaft finthat s thaca Chriftian gives way unto,
is Iikea thbrn in 4 mans Foot, buc a great (in,and a fin againft
koowledge is like a gredc gath ina mans foot 3 now if a man
hath buc 4 thotn in his foot he cannot walk well, it will
make him hale; if a man hath buca lieele gravel got into
his fhoo he wil not be able to walk along, he may walk a
fiep or two, but not very long, Now {mal fins are like gra«
velinthe fhoo, or like a thorngot into the foot; buc if
thou falleft ingoa great fin, a finagaintt light, againftcon-
{cience, Ohthatisikea greac gafh that ope may cut with
ahatchier or an ax; if aman hath cut a great gafh in his
fooc he wil hardly be able to walk with comfort : Even fo
it is when thou falleft into any great fin, thou hadft need
then goe to thie Chyrurgeon, thou hadft need then havefalve
applicd tothee to beal chy foul, or ocherwife i¢ wil hinder
thee in thy Walk with God. The
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The fecond Rule, or Diredtion.

" Q:condly, Labor to abfira% thybeart from eartbly and
fnfiial things as much as thou canft thas thox mayeft be fpirs-
tnal: Adtcfﬁe, earthly,fenfual heart is unfit to have commu-
mion wich God, God he isa fpirit and thou muft be Spiritual
in thy converfe with him, take heed of mingling chy heart
with creature comforts, thou mayeft make ute of them,
buc in a fpiritual vvay, do not dehile thy hearc vvith chem,
~ lec not thy heart clofe vvich them as adequat objeéts of chy
defires, or of thy love, take heed of being intangled, of be-
ing infnar’d vvich any creature comforts; a man cannot
~ wvalkifbe hath got into a fnare, vvhen men fetter chem~
felves in the vvorld, and intangle chemfelves wvich al.ua-
dance of bufinefles, and creature contentments, it doth'n::; ti=
tily hinder their freedom in valking w ithGod, vhen mens
bearts fink dovvn to che creatuce they cabno: vwalk wvich
God, for God is above, he is on high, and the way of
_ thevvifeis on high, and vve muft keep our felves on high :
¥ fo be that Chriftians have fometimes fome good aftecti-
ons; their hearts are alictle fti’™d up to things chac are
5 bur at ocher times their heares fink dovvn to the
wvorld, and to fenfual, and earthly concencments, they
cannot vvalk freely vvith God, -they can but hault ac the
beft; asaman chat hath one leg fhorter than the other, he
cannot vvalk evenly, buthe haultsashegoes; fovvhenour
- affeCionsare up and down, fometimes they are ftir’d up
to Meaven, and fomtimes dovvntothevvorld again, yea,
- perhapsat the (ame time vvhen vve have fome truths heave
u¢ upvvard, and yet a droflie {piric to fink us donvvard,
this vvilbe but haulcin , our affections muft goeven, muft
not be for Heaven and Earth cogether, excepe icbe in fube
ekdination or.e to the other, and{o vvhile vve are on the
earthvve are in Heaven'if vve kéep our hearts in a fubordi-
mation co {pirirual things vv hen vve are bufied about earch-
1y Thenisamans heart fpli'ritlual, and feparated trom the
' carth

T ————
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earch when he knows how to have comfort. in God 3lone,
when he knows how to make up the want of al creature-
comforts in God himfelf, that’s a fpiricual heart, Now
youwilfay, wemuft not be infnar’d in- the chings af che
earth: whenisa manshearc fpivitual ? I’ then Spiricual
when it knows how to fatisfieit’s felf in God alone, and to
make up the want inall cteature comforts in God himfelf,
andno Chriftian can walk with God except he atrains to

that pitch, toknow how to make up al . God, and ufe
al in order uato God.

The third Rule, or Direttion.

Thirdly,lf thou wouldst walkwith God, evermore ta]g
Chrift withthee.. Godand the Soul cannot- walk rogether

buc wich Chrift ; Chrift, Godand Man, thac Mediartor : by

.

chat I ruean chis, in all chy converfe with God have an eye .

to Chrift, look unto God the infinite glorious Firft-Being
of al things, but chrough Chrift the Mediator, or other~
wife God wil not be rendred amiable, and fweet, and
lovely tothee, then is God rendred fweet and amiable,
and Jovely to the foul, even as a friend that the foul can
have familiarity withal when as ke is ookt upon through
Jefus Chrift: do thou at al by Chrift by the fiength of
Chrift, and tender up al thy fervices to God thro

Chrift, chofechatare not acquainted with the myftery of

the Gofpel in Chrift, {uiely chey know but little of this

walk with God.

‘. r%x:'ﬂ. Youwil fay, Broch did not know much of -
Chl'i . ’ PR N . .

- Anfie.  Ohyes! Cerrainly, though ic was fo long be-
fore Chrift came, yet hiseye was u mgz’(.lhriﬁ: foronnﬁ the

¥r.ofthe Heb. 5. verle, the Apoftle faith; That it wae by

faith that be walkedwith bim; it wasal by faith. Now
Cluift - is-the object of faich, sud {o his eye certainly was
upen Chrift : Itwas throughfaich. -And I wil%iz: ou
one Striprure that wil fhew the ufe of eying of ¢ IK in

Ny

walking
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* walking with God,in the 25. of ‘Exod. 21. verfe,Thou fhalt
pins the ‘Mercy-Seat above uponthe Arke, and in the Ak,
thow fhalt put the Tefkimony that 1 fbal give thee, and there
2wil [ meet with theey and I will commune with thee. That
i, There at the Mercy-Seat. They were come to che Ark co
Yook up to the Mercy-Seat, and there faith God, wil I meee
with chee, and there wil I'commune wichthee, Now whae’s
the Mercy Seac bur Jefus Chrift ? wemuft look upon God

- M Chrift,and fo God s rendered amiable, fweer, glorious,
ard lovely unto usin his Son, there doth God meet wich
his Sainis, and chere he communes wich them; Indeed
while welook upon Godas he is in himfelf heisa confu-

" ming fite, and we cannot expect to commune with (= A
there, and therefcre thofe thac ook upon Gid inzecty
ina legal way, lookupon himas one tiac doth exadt and -
vequire fuch and fuch fervices and duties or then, and -
oeeerly confidering God asa Judge; if they periviia not
fugh and fuch ducies they donoc meec and cenuuune with'
God 3 But fuchas look up to che Mercy-Seat, losk upto
Chrift by faith, when they have'to deal with God m Chrift, -
Oh thele meet with God, theke commune with God, Oh
there’s much {weer communion between God and their
fouls, they walk with God; becaute God carough Chrift
come co berendered gracious, lovely, fweet, amiable, and
familier to thems . -

" Tbefourtb Rule, or Direttion. - "

‘Be carefulto beautifiethyfoul; or more generally thus,
(Fuft : ) Have agreat care of thy fpirit, look tothy {piric
rather than to thy outward- attions in thy walking with
God 3 God isaSpirit, and wil be worthiped inf{pirit and
truch.  One thac would walk wich God had need be very
careful of his fpwic, keep chy heart wich al diligence, for
& is wich thy toul chac God converfes: Indeed *is the

. &opnrfphecr of a Chriftian robe butieaboue hisheart, to
-be bufie inche wward man, d;ere’s the {pheet ofa Ci rifti~
Do Ll2a and

B . -
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an : It’snot fo much about che outward man, if the heare
bekep in a right frame, the outward man will be brought
ove: of its own accord 3 bucbe careful of thy fpiric, ( thac
is ) ofthe thoughts of thy mind ; Take heed of admitring,
of any uncleanefs in thy very thoughts, for che foul con=
verfes with God in thoughts as well as we converfe with-
men in words 3 how do you commune and converfe
with men buc by fpeech? cherefore doth God give {peech
to.men that they may convecle one with another, whag
{peech isunto me, that the thoughts are unto God; we'
converfe much with Godby our tbmﬁhts, make confci-
ence of thoughts, labor to cleanie chy thoughts, and hke-
wife the-affetions of thy heart, and the . ftirringsof thy .
heart, for God and thy foul do:h converfe tugether, in.
the workings and ftirrings of thy heart look to chy fpiric;
and labor to beawifie thy foul wich that that may make -
thee amiable and lovely in the eyesof God, and then the
Lord willdelightto converfe wich thee, and walk with.
thee. If you were call’d outto walkwitha man that
were your {uperior, with fome Chief in your parith, Gen»

*tleman, or Kuight, or Noble man, Iffuch aone fhould. .

all you to walk. with him, you would labor thenfo far -
as you wereable toadorne your felves wich fuch cloaths as
were futable unto the company of fuch a one; you thas
profefs your felves Chriftians, God doth callyou every
-day towalk with him, and if you would expe to have-
communion withGod, and that God fhould cake delighc
in you, you muft labor to beaytifie your fouls, to drefs
you: with thofe thingsthat may make youamiable in the
eyes of God, and not to come ditnily and filthy iaco che-
prefence of God.  New that cha. makes the foul amiable in.
theeyesof God it is, Holinets, for that’s che very Image of
God, -and God delights to, walk with one. where he can fee
his own Image, themore refplendent the Image of God is-
in the foul the more dorh the Lord delight to watk with

~ fuchafoul 3 labour for the behavior of thy foul to be fuca-

- hleuntoGod ;. When 1 walk with one that is my {uperi-
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our I muft have fuch a demenour as is fucable to his pre-
fence, and as it was faid before, To walk with God was
towalkinche fear of God. And that’s the fourth chi

T ake heed to thy fpiric, beaucifie thy: foul in thac thag
may make thee amiable and lovely in Gods eyes, and car-
rythy felf foasits futable cothe prefence of God ; 1fhalt
only give you one Scripcure about the beaurifying of the
foul, 1nthe 45. Pfakn, where it’s {poken of che Church.
and of the Saincs being brought into the prefeice of God,

in the 1 3. verle, The ‘Rings danghter,( that is, the Church) -

#s.all glorioxs within. (Many make greac fhews of Religi+
on without, buc the Kings daughcer is all glorious within, )
ber cloathing 7s. of Gold : there’s her ornaments: : mark
whac followsn che x? verfe,. She fball be brought unte the
. Ring inraiment of néedle work: ( She fhall be brought to
" the King,to Jefus Chrift, with garmentsot needle-work )by

ehac is meaat,. che feveral graces of the Spirit of God chat.

puesa beauty upon the foul : asthereisa variety in needle-

work that caufes @ beauty upon the work, and fo fhe fhall-

be brought cothe King. So youmuft have thac cthac may
make you amiableand lovely in theeyes of the King.

The Fiftb .‘R_ule,' or Direttion.

Taake beed of balting, When you walk wich him you muft
net halc between two but give up youc felf fully to God,
youmuftgive upyour felves wholly to him in walking
with him ; pot tohavea diftcated heart, oradivided heart
becweentwo: Whybalt ye betoeen two opinions ( faich che
Prophet? ) If God be Godyworfhip bim 5 if Baal, worfhip

bim. So, when the heart is notdivided'up and down, and -

‘refolved 1n the way of God,chat’s che ching that I mean here;.

thatis, If I cannot be happy here, Iam content to be mi-

fecable here: when the foul is fo refolved and doch nog

‘halcin Gods way, when the foul knows thac here is the
way that there is happimefs to be had in, and whatfoever

feems ta che contrary. to fledh and .blood, yecIknow thac
. N ) m '
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in thefe waies ther’s happine(s to be had, there’s enough
to blefs my foul for ever, and therefore whatfoever becomes
of me, 1am refolved upon thefe waies; this is one that is
fic to walk wich God, he will not hale, bue will cread ftrait
fteps in the waiesof God : and chacthe Apoftlerequires of -
usin Heb. x2. 13. Miake fireight patbs for your feet, left
that which i lame be twrned out of the way. Make fireighe -
paths, goonin a ftreighc way, nothavingthe heart longing
after fomething elfe:Thereare fome that have fome convi='
&ions of confeience, that have their hearts inclinable to
the waies of God, and aregoing onin fome of the waies of
God,  yet they have longings of {piric after fomething elfe :
but when the hearc indeed walks with God, it gives up ics
felf wholly to him, and isrefolv’d inghefe waies : you have
had fome good thoughts 5 bur if your hearts be divided
between God and the world, you will curn co be Apoftats
intime, thacwhichis lame will be turn’d out of the way,
the waies of God will be tedious to you when you do not
- give up your felves wholly to-them ; and thisis the reafon
of the Apoftafiethat there is in the world, they feem to go
on in Gods waies, but they go on but Lamely becaufe they
do not give up themfelves wholly to the waies of God.

Thefixtb‘Rule,or Direttions =

If you would walk with Ged, Take beed of formality in
all boly duties 5 be laborious in holy duties, take pains with .

~our hearts in them, labor for the power of godlinefs in
#oly ducies, youmuft firive toget up to God 1 them : It
‘wete wel if when we performe holy duties wedid but keep

«clofeto the Duty its felf, few go {ofar : Buc it’ one chi
to keep clofe coche Ducy, and another-thingto keep clofe
£0God inthe Duty ; we muft labor not only to mind whac
weare about, bur to keep clofe coGod in the Duty, to find
.Godin all duties that we perform, and in the ufe of all or-
«dinancestQ take pains to find- God there, and not co faris-
e 5 quiet our hearts except we find God inthe duties chat
_wedo perform ; we havea motable Scripture for this, in

Exod.

e
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Exod.20.24. Inall flace: wbere Irecord my name, 1 will -
comeunto thee, and I will blefthee. That 1s, where.ever .
there isany Ordinance, orany holy Dutyto be performd,
ther'e’s a recording of Gods Name. And faith he, Iwil come
unto thee, andthere Iwilblefs thee. If you would walk
with God, you muft go where God is, and be in thofe places
where God ufes to come: now the walk where God ufes
" towalk,it is, in his Ordinances, in his Worthip, therefore
you muft be very fpiritual in worfhip, and fanctifie the
.~ Name of God there; (according to that we have trea- Gofpel=

ted upon at large ) you muft take painschere, . ftic up yourwarjbip.'
kearcsand al that is within you to walk wicth God there,
and not befatisfied except you have fomching of God
there, Xt’sanotablefpeech of Bernard, Inever go from
thee witbout thee: whenever I come to any holy duty and
leave ir, I never leave it buc I have thee withic : vve muft nog
be fatisfied except vve meet vvith God in holy ducies.

The Seventh ‘Rule, or Direttion. o
Take beed of fecret declinings, or flidings away from the
paths of Godinto any by patbs. For thofe that profefle
their defires to vvalk vvich God they vvil not in an. open
‘way forfake God and his waies ; buc if you be not very
watchful over youc hearts, you wil have chem fecretly de-
cline away from'the waies of God, fromchofe paths whare=
in you have had hererofore communion wvith. God, Oh-take
heed of -turning out of the wvaies of God; of any allure-
ments from the fleth , of any tempeacions, and efpecially
fuch temptations as ar¢ fucablé to your corruprions, they
wvil be alluring you to, lead youafide qugof the vvaies of
God, and fezm to promile vvaics of contemgment to tha
flefh 5 Ohtake heed ofany fuch thing, take heed of being
allur’d chrough the deceicfulnefle of the flefh, as the Apoftle:
fpeaksin the 2. Epift.of Peter, 2.18. (cherehe fpeaks of
fomefalfe teathiers) When they (peak great fwelling words of
Baviiry; ey faﬁ:?:;e through the h‘:fh of the flefbthrough virch
seantornefl, thafe that mere efcaped from them pho lie i
DR : o errar..
8 ’ ]
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— ervor. There were fome chat were efcaped From che waiés of
eor, from finful ungodly waies, ard really efcaped,
thatis,in their kind, they were not hypocices, char is,
to make fhew of one thing and do anocher, but what they
did, they did according to the light of their confciences, bur
yet it was not chrough the fandifying faving work of God,

through the ftrength of a natural conicience ; dnd fo

they wereatlur’d chrough the lufts of the flefh, and chrough
wantonnefs, by thoiethat taught fale doctrine, butthey
together wich cheir falfe doltrine came to chat thar was

~futablecothe fleth. I befeech you obferve ir, -fome thar °
.bave been walking with God and then met twith thefe chac
come with fair fhews wich that which is falfe, (and you
may know it in this that ic gives liberty to the fleth ) they
think her’s a fine, evenand fmooth way that I may have
content tothe flethin; obferve it, there’s no fuch way ro
" allure fu¢h as have by the power of the Word e(caped from
the waies of fin in a great meafure, nofuchway (lfay) o
allure them as to come and fhew them how they may make
aprofeflion ofE;(odlyneﬂ'e and yet have liberey to che flefly
too :* Ohthe Lord deliver young beginners from the wape-
tons of our ege! the wantons that are in our generation

that do allure chem through the lufts of the fleth, and pro- -
mife liberty to chem, for fothe text faithy; While they pro-

miife them Liberty they themfelves are the fervants of corru

.tion: THEMSELVES: Mark, thofe that promife
them liberty, and bring fuch dodtrine of liberty toyou, they
elves are in the mean time che fervants of corrupeion
Oh rake heed of declining to the waies of the flefh after choy
'haft feem’d to beginy' in the fpiric; what hatt thou to doin
‘the mf)::eﬂ\&er, and in the waies of Egipt? Oh thou chag
beretofore didft teem to converfe with God, and to walk
with him, whac iniquity haft thou found with me faich
God ! Sowhat evil haft thou found in the waies of God ?
Do youfind them too difficult for you, Oh it zlh;%

che bafenetle of thy heart, becaufethy heart is 1ot chang
and made futable to chat thac is fpiritual and lioly,
‘ v C thac

1)
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that the Lord would be pleafed to caufe his Angel to meee
with fome that are declining from his good and bleffed

‘waies ! - as we read in; the book of Gengfis, That the Angel,
‘met ’Hager when fhe was fly mifrom Abr, 4’)4"'& famjl Lfiom,
- the Church, of God, and:{aith he, Hager,Sarah’s - ?f‘la;d,

Jrom whence cameft thou ? doeft thou come from dbrabam’s.
family ? art thougoing from thence ? and where doft thou;
think to find-fo much asin wibrabam’s family, where

o

waies of God, Oh

cheprefence of God is ¢ So, Ohchat f;éawmlﬁl meet with.
- fuchas are declining from  the good w f God, Oh,
. thou foul whither art thou going ? thou that haft had che

Word worldnﬁ:lpon thiPheart and chou werc feem’d to ba
turped into. the good waies of God, whither art thou go-

" i?g. ?" are chefe the wajes - that, are like the former, wgies
thac

thou haft {feem’d to walkin?. Oh what willbe the
end of thefe waies that now chou arc in 2 Indeed .chey ‘do
ive contencment unco the. flefh more than former waies,
Euc doeft chou think thac the end of them wllbe peaee?
Oh chac there were fuch 3 meffenger from God to meet the
in chofe waies chat thou art walking in, that thou mai
fayas the Churchdoth in the 2. ‘of ‘Hoféa, 7. verie, I will

returne to my firft busband for thenit was better with me

than it is now + 1 was wont to have more peace, comfort,

{weetnefs in conver{ing with God in holy duties than now I
find, Iwill recurn to thofe waiesof God 5 howfoever many
loofe profeflors {eem to make a fcorn of them and deride
them,but Lord I.am fure I found more {weetnefs in them then

. than now ;, wel, T will cecurn cochemand labor towalk ig

Sr11y 2 Ibe‘E;gbtfRu}a,qr‘Dzreifqon.l Cton
BT SUNSL L SR I WS TE I A CL ! ST B SR TR P
,rémif‘hé‘g;bﬂﬁ d@il Edy hdbor E?:#‘P@ *mkwﬁd’

tbe eginnings of declining.: Icy

B .

true,we have a great deal of corruption while Wl: rematn hiere
in cthis world W W ickly from che
waies of God,,'?'?l!lt if we cdm:\ep pifit fenfible of che
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T God':. Thacfo foon. as. we aregot bueoneﬁepfmm God;,

_ ifwedid bur begm to bethink our. felves;. whereare we #:

* what gare we doing? Oh chis would caufe usto return, andk

mogd 16 far off from Godi 'For a man togefar from. -

15-very dangerous, fir ¢hen he begins to have many:
thoughts ofdupmr, andfo many-«imes he growes evon de-~.

re in hiscourfe, andgives up himfelf to excefle even.

eafarrsfie che hufts of the with greedineffe: There are.
lﬁe ‘men that are tonvinced in their coufciences that dhey:
octofrheway, and though they be convinced-ofit yer:
they go fisftherand further off from God.
Wby (you will{ay ? ) 7s.that-poffible ¥
Y, Bccaufe bhaving once made profeffion of thgnon,
ing from God, now the Devil followshim with-
difpair thpugﬁ;s, he thinks now God wil nat receive.
m& excepe ofhim upon his. returning tohim, and.
uheneforehe is refolved that he will fatisfie mfelf to the.
ful's and Iverily beleeve this is the great reafon why ma-
qupoﬁ‘am turn fo notorioufly wicked as they do: ‘when
youice,a man chet hath been forward in Rehgmn and-
afterwardsnot only fall off, but yoy fhall find im ¢to bea,
drunkard, a whoremafter, a{comer, you may almﬁeon-
dinde that chis is the very ground of it, chat theugh his
epufoencebeconwnc’d that heisoue of the way, yer he i ‘,
iy a defperate mapner feceo have his pleafure, mee he.
thinkt,. God. hath forfaken him, and -he hath forfaken.

-God, andhis hufts he will have, and poor erearure. thac’s.

a}i that. he hath to farisfie himfelf wichal ;. Ob: take heed.

of'gettxngfar from God : hearken ta this youthacane far, .~

nghccouﬁtdsas the Seripture fEaks -Oh it’sa terri~.
~ blethi  far. from God, Jabor to keepthy heart.

warchfad of cbe beginn efdpchn andbe tendier pd .
Wﬂfwb{ fb&* ing, -ad‘

mewmby ﬁﬁwm xryoumu
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‘walk with God, prize much your folicary times, and la-
‘bor to be (piritual in them; do noc lofe cthofe tithes whem
‘you are alone, ‘when there’snone buc God and your felves
‘togecher. And elpecially you that have much bufinefs in
‘the world 5 alas whac lictle ufe do you for the moft past
'make of your folicary times-/ when you are alone you
‘know not what .to do; buc a man thac would walk wich
God he had need be careful to be very fpiricual there, now
Tam feparated from che world, now I have to deal wich
God and my own foul, Oh! lec me improve this, and
-gec advantage by this, Oh! let me not be quiet till I gec
{ome coaverie wich God: Thofe Chriltians chat are fpici-

" zual incheir folicary cimeschey wd be very fpiricual whep
-they come intocompany. As ‘Mefes, when he was alone
with God the mount and canie dovva unco the people
his face did fhine {o as they vvere not able to bear ic: Cer-
tainly, thofe thacare alone vvith God, and ace fpiricual,

" <they wvil thine in holy canverfation vvhen thecy come dovirn
from she mount, yvhen they comeo converfe with ochers,

' Tbe Tensh Rule, or Direttion.

LetGods prefercebe more to thee than all the world; ac- -
_count it more engagernent to thy foul,thac chou art with God
‘thac thon haft Gods prefence with thee, than though chow
‘hadft cheeye of al the world upon thee: It would migh-
-tily compofet-he-féyims of men and women if chey had an
-awful reverence of the prefence of God, -anddid account ‘ic
.amore than al the world befides, and therefose to do npching
- 3n Gods prefenge byt whaccthou. wouldft do in che fighe of
.l the world ; or what thou maieft -do fo as thy confci-
encelnay noc accafe chee forfininit.  Oh look wpon’ the
jprefence of (God as more than 31 the woeld unto cheey

oo s efusien i peformance of bup i
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35 Of walking Bih God.

endftre bafténing Weni'Gid déalesh voith

" Thongh thow Yeeft Hothiug: come of them for the- prefent.

Though 1 have not what contforc I-wolild, {éc I am ‘doiyg
what dury’Tam comandéd, Tam yet 1 Gods way-s ‘and
that fhould facisfie évery gracious heart, choughl have noe
what encourapements 1 would; yerthar-am in Gods way;,

and letmekzep i chatiway of God.’ .
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* Malg good interpretations of al Gods waies and dea-
Yirigs with thee. This'isa mighty help co keep on in the way

‘of God; and to walk withlwm.  1fGodcomesin a way of

afftiction, -r"n'ake'%obd ititetpretation of the aflicion, do.
ot préfently conc udethat God appears like dn ¢énemy to .
‘thee, . thac. wil difcouragethee in the waies of God ; bug
look upon God -as-intending good uato thee m “every
(‘Mh'g',""an‘d -chat wil kelp thee to keep clofe to him, and

isgwalk clofe withi: hist ‘in- every-icondicion’: If God feerds

e goout of the way of profperity, arid tocome: in the way
of affliction, make good interpretations of it : do not there~
fore chink chat God s therefore.leaving of thee and forfaking .

_ - thee, buc exercife faith in this, and beleeve chat God may B

~tend as much good to thee 1n chae way as4n ahy way. what{o-
sgver, andkgrcund chis Rule:upon that texc in che' 12, Feb,
»¥n che former parc of the chapeér the Apoftle fpeaks of Gods
-.chaftenening of ns' people, My Son defpife- niot those the
 ebaftening of the Lord, nor faintwhen thou art rebuked of
iy forwibmithe Lot dloveth bt chafteneth; and feowr-
" getheesbedy fon slom be-rébervab ¢ andinthe 7. Verle; If ye
“you- o fons? for

- .wobat fois bevkbom'thefather chaftenctd not-2-butif. ye-be

- taJook upan God ¥s a father i hig chaftifements,
< PR -

- 'woithopa chaftif&henty wheress -alt-are'partakeis]! then are

ye baftards fand not fons:- » 60 ftil he goes onin the point iof
chaftifement, in the 9, 10, 1 1.verfes he {peaks of nothing but .
of chaftifemetits, ol ther i tHe-15/ verie hé draws a con-
clufion from thence, having laid this s a groynd, that we are

ore -
[ T
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Of Walking wich G, g

then lift up th2 bands which bang devon,awd the feble hneer,
and makz firaight paths for yoursfeetsleft thatpohich is lame
b2 turned ouvof heway. . Asif hethoubd fay, . when as. you
apprehend God in'a way of wrachagiinit you, andnorina
way of love, your kneessvilbe feeble and youwil not be ap
ble togoon with thac cheerfulnets, andco walk with Godam -
. thar hard way thac he feems tocall .you oo -But looking
.apbn your felves:as fons, and God intending good ynto
you, thatby chaftiféments you may be-made partakers of
his holinefle 5 now faich he, hft up youc bands ¢hac hang .
.down, and chofe feeble knees, thofe feeble knees chat wete
fo weak whereby you were difinabled to walk; wichifGods:
*Thofe feeble knees wil-be firenghened-if you make good -
“intérprecavion . of che ‘waies of God,-and beleeve thac the
Lord intends good umxo you. Ang as in other chaftife-
.ments, foamong thereft the chaftifements-of {piritual dif-
cartions ; whenGod not only comes with- outwand . afflicty-
-ons oh you,-buc when-the Lord fhak come;z’agagg},yoﬁ, _
even himfelf: wich. {pirirual difcersiops, -and afflictions, e-
ven'afflicing your fouls you muft'make good interprerai-
ons of chem. e oo L
You.wil fay, that’:hardeft-te walk with God; . In-
deed wemay walk with God, and.Ksep on jn communipn
with him notwichftanding outward afflictions, bur ‘when
- the-Lord-feems- to wichdraw. him{eif, _and when_ there is
both outward and inward too, thbat> hard : For ourward
aflictions, I wil give you!dpé' optable Scripruce for a .
child of God, following hard after God though God feems -
towithdraw himfelf foniche fouly . dn the -@{%ﬁ?f*l. where
by the title of che Pfalmiyey thall .find that Daaid was in
the wilderneffe of Judah, and chat waswhen Saul did -
- perfecute hin. fon his life, Saul. perfecuted Dazidandfol- .
t}owed him, and David was fain o fulk up and down inkhe
:mﬂdmfm,of]mm‘fmnfp\aqle ro:plage;  and yec macky O
-God, thou art my God, (:feral that erlyml;{ﬁgwmy .
foudtirfeths for. thee,my flefh bomgatlforiabezin ¢ dry and
_thirfty land, wbere no waigr 83°And 1n.the. 8, yer

My .
“fouk
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foul followeth bard afer thee; though Lord chou feem®ft to
withdraw thy feif from me in regard of thele ourward ad-
miniftrations, yet my foul followeth hard afcer thee (Cfaich
David ) norwithftanding. - 1f cimes of afli®ion, when God
feéms cowithdraw himfelf by his aflittions, yet our fouls

‘fhould follow hard after God : Doth God feem co go from °

‘us as if he would not walk with us? Oh run afeer him:
- Asa poor child if the mother feems to go away from ig,
“and getsover a ftile before it, thechildcries ard cuns afeer :
'G6 it was wich ‘Dawvid, when the Lorddid feem by chole
“adminiftrations of his to be going away from bim, faich
‘he, My foul follows hard after um.  And chis is an excel-
Hent frame of tpiric, that che moce the: Lord feems to be
-gone fom aChriftian, the morehard doth che foul follow’

et God, noching can fatisfie fucha one but God himfelf;

" and chetefore he faith, ‘Lord, my foul chirftech after Thee.
“ina dry land, he dochnoc {ay afeer water, buc after Thee.
g0 m any afiiétion, ifchoucanft fay this, Lord, ic is not
“Jo much the deliverance trom an afliction that my foul :
chirftech ateer, but OhLord! thou knoweftmy foul chirfts
after thee, and may the afftiGtion"be buc made up in chy -
gelf ic is fufficient, I never find my foul following more
earneftly after thee than now in the time of my afli¢tion.

1

'~ - CHABR X. .

\ JnObjelion concerning Gods biding of bis face, -

. je’.&nfwere‘ in .Ex'-‘l’micular.r. . f. .
‘! i bé a fpritual diféeccion, ifthe Lord feems ro. wich-

;'3 draw himfelf from che fpirits of his fervanzs, What
) Reliles fliould be givén thiere, - for one yet co'waik: with God
L\'fidfihetknz'o‘fs rindal d&cuiﬁu? ot h:t God ke .
‘v, 1have divers thingsto to thofe that hath feer
Mned cowichdrawHimidem. - o |
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~ _ Objet. You will fay, You haverold usdftheexcel- .

lency of walking with God, and we account it the happi-~

..nefs of our lives to walk wich him; Olxbut God will not walh

with me, but withdraws bimfelf from my foulfo that 1

. cannot fee kim,and bides bimfelf from me. -

Now L have diverschings to fay to thee:

- Inthefirlt place, Be ofgood comfort ;3 It agood fign,
thar God hach made thee know what it is o walk wich
him, thatcaoft be {enfible of bis wicthdrawings;_thereis a

eneration of people in the world that go on in a flighe: -
ﬁmi of way in che profeflion, of Religion, and they know
not what it isto be fenfible of any of Gods withdrawin
from chem, you never hear them complain ofany fngx
thing, they know not what it means 5 therefore ( Ifay) it
agood fign chat thou knowetft whatitis to walk with God .
becaufe choudrc fenfible of any of Gods withdrawings. .

" from thee. .

Secondly, Examine whbetber thou baft not fometimes fous

" qut God from thee, whenGod bath offered bimfelf to walk,

with tbee. Hath not God {omerimes tendred himfelf, and
even taken thee by the hand to walk with thee,and thou haft
not bin at leal‘urefhen, thy mind hath been about fomewhat -
elfe? Oh! cherefore behumbled before him for all thy un- -

" worthy dealings wich him, and for all thy declynings trom -

him; Know,God calls thee to this, There bath been ma-~-
ny wandrings of thy {pirit from God, Oh that thou couldeft . .

* but fay inrelpect of thy fpiritual wandrings, as che Pro-

phet Dawid laich in refpect of his wandrings, in Pfal. 56. 8. .
Thou telleft my wandrings, put thosu my vears into thy. bostle,

 @re they not in thy book? Ohthac thou couldft butfay fo !

Lord, there bath been many wanderings of my fpirity bug .
Lord, put my tears into thy bottle ;fucable to my wandrings .
foaremy tears, Oh ! it gricves meto thefoul chat éver I have -

 grived thy Spirit ; .when chy fpiric hath . even. . taken me by -
-shehgndro walk with thee, I bave withdrawn my-felfy and .
tipohshas chy Spiric hath been grieved ; Oh it:grieves my

foul! Oh Lozd, thou hatt caken notice of my wandrings, |
takenatice of my tears that.are fixable... Thirdly,

r—— - e e
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__'Tf\.ifdly, It¥s better tl;a.t_rq;);l‘;;i”tl-)‘draw, than thit we

withbdraw. 1befeech you obferve it : If God withdraws from
youit s your affliction : buc if you wichdraw from God, ic:
is-yeirr fin; and { is worle than aflliction, beccer  bear:
any afil &ion, yea | piricual aflictions, than commit fin ; and
that you fhould labor robe fenfible of : you that complain
of ‘Gods withdrawing from you, and that God wil:not
watkwithyou 5 Be youmote lenfible of your own wich-

< drawings-as a gredter evil to you than Gods 21  tyue,

Gods withdrawing from me it s a fore affiction above all -

that ever befel me in this woild; but my withdrawing.
from him ic 1s-a greater burden to me. And it may be if
God- did not withdraw from thee, thou weuldft with-
dfaw from him:- Aud many' times God dorh withdraw
fiom hisipeople~to ptevent his peoples withdrawing fiom

Him. -As many times the mocher wil withdraw her felfe.

from the child thac the cinld may not be wandring from:
her. > And this may be the very end why God withdraws, he

dees thy heart begws cobe loofe, wancon, flighe, and vain,
ahditherefore it is thac he hides hmufelf," that chou mayft:

beawakened and fen(ible of the danger chat thou art in by
withdraw ingchy {élf from God 5 - that fothpu maielt cléave.
to him the more fully, andchacthy foul may follow more
dfeer hitp, that thowmaieft lift up thy heart and éry more’
enneftly after God. . Buc how, if God be’ withdrawn, : and:
thetoul'te-not {o fenfibleas to cry atter him, or if it fhould:
leave off crying 3 thenfucha ove is in a dangerous condi~
eion indeed.  Asifa poor child liad loft the tather o¢ mo-
cher}-dnd” wete crying afeer thents ‘ac:lengely comeés * fome

Begier witlian apple o plumb and fteals:away. the childy
#ud thenthe child is quietfor the prefent 5 :Ob take heed

of that, deparenoc from the Liord, keep cryivg afeer him
ip al'hiswithdawings.: = @ v Pl -

- Fuurhly, Gods withdrarvingof comfartis viox dlbasian

- thewithdramwing of Bis prefercd . . Thou maidft mittakeheod

ehrinkett ohat’ God ihwithdmawn, whyiti:becatife: Hie: g

w};bd‘ca‘_wn cmefOI‘CA‘, (;he're may :be‘iatgrdac Md(ﬂh Hls‘;

SN e e ¢
e TG00 Ggd

R YT R




Of Waking with G, 337

~ -

God (Ifay ) may withdraw comfort, and not withdra
his prefence, take this for a certain tule and make mueh .
ufeofit, whencomfortsare gone: Do not fay when com-
-fortsare gone, therefore the prelence of God is goney thete
‘may be as ful and as gracious a prefencé of God when com=
forts are gone as ever there was: he may be pretent with
his graces and fuppore ; asin Pfal. 63. 8. My foul followeth:
bard after thee, thy right band upboldeth me ; though thou
-Geemeft to be gone. So, God may-be prefent to uphold
thee, and o ftrengthencnee, and to exercife chy faich in
him, and cthat may be as acceptableto God: The exercife

of faith in the want of comfort may have asmuch of God -

"in it as al the comfort as ever thou hadft in al thy lifes-
and therefore do not fay, thac Gods prefence is gone be--
caufe comforts are gone: The beams of the Sun in the
winter time is not fo effectual as cthe influence of the Sun
when it is in a cloud in the Summer time : Is the prefence
of the Sun gone in the fummer becaufe chere’s a cloud be-

“tweentheSunand you? Ic may beachild-wil think, Ohthe
‘Sun isgone out of the firmamene becaufe theré’s a cloud:
I buc 1 know therg’s cheSun ftil, for dhere’s the influence
of theSun, there’s fonicheac in theday, and chece’s fome

. light whereby .1 may {ee to do my’ work, though I have
not that luftre as before ; Now when theSun fhines in win-
cer icfhines brighc, butthere’s not that influence of the fun -
upon the earth as-makes the plants grow : So, fomtimes'
the beams of Gods prefence may be cloudedto a Chriftian
by reafon of outward affl:¢tions, and yet there may be
‘more of Gods prefence thanac another time; when it fal*

thine inthebeauty of ic in the comforts of a’Chriftiah, 6

fo 1 compare the thining of the  comtorts of ‘a' Chriftian
to the fhining of the Sun in thé winter, that forncimes”
have no influence toan&ifie che heart. As in winter times:
the Sunhathno chae inflaence co- fruétifie che' ground,, buc
at other. times though the Sun be clouded yed 1t Bach itiflu~
ence to make the ground. fruitfuls fo chough  God iy’
nos fhine upon thee i regard of dueward’ cormiforcs; yer Hé:
. ‘ Nn o may
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may thine in upon thy foul and make thee to increafe and
g ow un goodneffe moxe than ever berore.
Fifthly If thowcang notfee Geds face,yet bearken and fee
if thou canft bear bis voive, and follow 1har.  Doeft thou
come to the Word and chere hear bis voice ? Is not God plea-
fed to fpeak cothy foul out of his Ward? Thou goeft perhaps
aaro chy clofet and canft cot fee his face there as thou wert
wont to do, yet bleffe him that thou anft hear his voice,
aird tollow his voice :hough it be in the daik. As now,

- if a child be going with the tather and ic be loft, yet if che

child aies, and the father or mother fpeaks, that quiers the
child very much; foic is wich the children of God, when
they cannot fee Gods face, yet chey may hear Gods voice -
They cannot have thole comforts from God as {ometin:es
theyhave had ; thofe fweet manifeftations of.the love of
God fhed abroad into their hearts; but when chey come
to the Word, they cannotbut fay thac they hear their fa-

thers voice; perhaps the word is not a comforting word

totheeas heretofore, I bucis it noc a direting word, an

inftru®ing word, an inlightening word? Oh this now

thould fupporc thee for che prefent. ‘
Sixchly, All chac I wil fay further is this, Keep thy

- feifin a waiting frame upon God: Do not determine that

becaufe the Loxdis gone he wil ever be gone; Oh no, buc
keep ftil in che waies of God weiting for him, refolve, that
though God leaves thee, yet thou wilk not leave the parh
in which God was heretofore: Iam fiwre that God was once
here, Ohchen keep the path wherein thou wert wont to
meet with God, forthou fhalc meet wich him again : It’s

beteer to keep che path, the ordinary high way of God,
for you are more like to meet with God there chan if yoy -
- fhould goe out of theway : I’legi

youa Scripture or two
for that and foconclude. Thefirft is in Pfal. 101. 2. 1will

bebave my felf wifely in a perfest way, Ob when wilt thox

comewunto me | Thac which I quote chis for isthis, the refolu- |

tion of ‘David co behave himfelf wilely in a perfe®t way, to-

gecher wich his panting after che prefenceof God, Oh when

wile
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wilt thou come uncome ! asif he (hould day, Lord, Thoy

art ablent fromme now, buc Lord, 1 wil not go out of

the way wherein I was wonc o find thee, Oh when wi lt
thoucome ! I wil not dezermine that I fhal never fee chee

- in chis way as herecofore 1 have done, no, butIhopeI fhal

afcerwards meet thee.  And fo in the 119.Pfalm, 8. verfe,
I voillkeep thy Statutes; whac chen? Ob forfake me not utterly.

* It feems the Lord foc the prefent co ‘Davids apprehen-

fion had forfaken him : bucwhat was ‘Davids refolugion ?
God htah forfaken me and DIle forfake him? Oh no. But
I’le keep thy Scatutes, and Oh leave me not utterly- So
keep on in the waies of God ftil, go onin his way aud
wait for the prefénce of Godunwil he comes and conclude
this, Surely be wilcome.. Be not like children, thatbe-
caufe they fee the-Sun goingdown, cherefore they conclude
thac the Sun is gone, and wil never comeagain. Though
God feems to withdraw the light of his face from thee, do
notconclude and determine, well, I fhal never. have chofe
comfoits from God, in communion vvith God, in walking

wich Gdd, asonce I waswontto have ; donotfay fo, bue

go on, and keep in the waies of God, wait upon him and
Fook, uptowards him, and fo chou maieft come to have as
much communion, Sweetnefs, and {:y in God as ever
thiou hadft in all thy life.” And now know, that God cals
for che wéelkiof faith in fuch timesas-thefe are, now God

cati thee &-walk by faith and not by fence.
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